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Thank You Lane County
for Another Successful Annual Meeting
By Jim James
OSWA enjoyed another successful Annual Meeting June 28-30 in Springfield, once again
hosted by Lane County’s OSWA chapter. Thursday’s mill tours and board meeting, Friday’s
program, and Saturday’s woods tour were all well attended and as in 2017, Lane County was
a wonderful host.
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IMPORTANT
DATES

Key Note Speaker, Todd Payne, addresses 185 participants at OSWA’s Annual Meeting

AUGUST 14
OSWA Board Call
AUGUST 31
OTFS Board Meeting
SEPTEMBER 5
Board of Forestry
OCTOBER 7-9
OFIC Annual Meeting
OCTOBER 19
OSWA Board Meeting
OCTOBER 27
OTFS Annual Meeting
& Board Meeting
FOR A COMPLETE
CALENDAR SEE PAGE 24

Seneca CEO, Todd Payne, Keynote Speaker

Keynote Speaker, Seneca CEO, Todd Payne spoke
about the importance of being a good neighbor
and in addressing public concerns to protect forest
landowners, wood product manufacturers, and
forest operator’s ability to maintain our public license
to operate. Forestry and wood products have been
under the public’s microscope for a long time and
being a good steward is a requirement to staying in
business. He described how Seneca maintains their
public license to operate.

This was one of the largest annual meetings in OSWA’s recent history. On Thursday, ninety
participants visited either Seneca Sawmill’s lumber and bio-energy facilities, Rosboro’s lumber
and laminated beam facilities, Northwest Hardwood’s sawmill, or Swanson Group's Plywood
Plant. Thank you to Seneca, Rosboro, Northwest Hardwoods, and Swanson Group for their
hospitality. Fifty four members participated in the Thursday night board dinner and board
meeting.
continued on page 6

OSWA President’s Message

Mike Barsotti

OSWA has long been a strong voice for family forest landowners in
our state so it is with a bit of trepidation that I assume the role of
President.

The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned
family woodlands are a
thriving part of Oregon’s
landscape in 2050.

Our Mission
Statement
Oregon Small
Woodlands Association
shall be an
effective force in
addressing statewide
forestry issues that are
critical to family forestlandowners by:
Educating and informing
the owners of forested
tracts and the public
regarding forestry
and family forestland
management issues.
Providing a medium for
the exchange of ideas
about family forestland
by landowners, public
agencies, consultants,
and timber industry
personnel.
Serving as a forum to
make recommendations
for investigating and
solving problems, and
for improving forest
management, harvesting,
and marketing.

It is a vital organization for both its landowners and our state. We
have a phenomenal Executive Director in Jim James, have been
well stewarded by our past President Rick Barnes, and have a great
lobbyist and fellow woodland owner in Roger Beyer. Partnerships
with other organization that care about our forests are the strongest
in the nation. My goal for these next two years is to jointly define
where we want to be at the end of each year and then jointly work
through our Chapters and partners to get there.
As this is my first “President’s Message”, I’ll share a bit of my history. I’m a native Oregonian but
knew very little about its forests or those who owned and managed them until I enrolled in
Oregon State University’s College of Forestry. I grew up on a subsistence farm in Washington
County with nine sisters and brothers. Camping with the Boy Scouts was my only exposure to
the trees that define Western Oregon. It was when I was stationed in Texas serving as a photojournalist with the Air Force that I decided to become a forester. For some reason I still don’t
fully understand I missed the forests of the Northwest.
After graduating from OSU with a forest management degree, I joined the Department of
Forestry where I worked for 32 years in its four major programs, but mostly in Landowner
Assistance, first as a Service Forester and then working on policy issues at ODF’s headquarters
in Salem.
It was in working with family forest landowners that I decided that I needed to become one
of them. I found woodland owners the healthiest people I’d ever met, both mentally and
physically. They seemed to care more about others and the land they owned than themselves.
I’ve never figured out if owning forestland made people this way, or it was this kind of person
that owned and managed trees, but it didn’t matter: I just wanted to be like them.
My wife Jo and I bought 20 acres of trees with a house on it near Lyons in northern Linn
County in 2001. Not much land in the world of forest landowners, but enough that I can rub
elbows with the group of people I so deeply respect. I also get to play in the woods.
I’m sure that together this organization can with its host of partners continue to share how
to manage healthy family forestlands and how to have a healthy political environment that
provides for and encourages forest stewardship.

Representing the owners
of family forestlands to
the general public and
before legislative bodies
and regulatory agencies.

Oregon Small Woodlands Association • www.oswa.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208 • Salem, OR 97301 • 503-588-1813
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Tree Farm Chair’s Message

Rex Storm

Oregon’s summer has proven statewide to be unusually hot
and dry in family forests. Beware!! Family forest landowners are
cautioned to apply due diligence to prevent unwanted sparks that
could ignite fire on their property. Any operation or activity – even
a powersaw, four-wheeler, barbeque, or mower – in tinder dry
forest fuels could spark a fire in these combustible conditions.
Fire Prevention. Forest owners should always keep fire tools,
extinguisher and water supply ready alongside their summertime
activities and vehicles. And, it’s smart to follow or better the forest
fire prevention regulations applicable to both public and industrial
activities. Industrial operations require a Power Driven Machine
Permit from ODF; and these operations bear liability for any fire start. Know the ODF phone
number or 9-1-1 – and legal location of your property – necessary to quickly summon
firefighting assistance. These forest fire restrictions can change daily; so, stay informed when
working or playing in your family forest!
While forest landowners must make every effort to prevent fires, we have help. Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF) is an excellent forest protection agency that provides superior
fire prevention and firefighting services to industrial and family forest landowners alike.
Even when ODF fire crews are at times stretched thin fighting wildfires across the state, their
capacity would be adjusted to assure an adequate firefighting response to a wildfire on your
property. More prevention information is available at your local ODF office, and online at:
www.oregon.gov/ODF/ or KeepOregonGreen.org/
Certified Pride. This summer, I had the privilege of hanging the “Certified Family Forest”
diamond sign along the highway on my tree farm. As a certified tree farmer, I am proud to
be part of a strong and vibrant network of landowners that promote stewardship values
vital to sustaining Oregon’s family forests. The sign conveys the meaning to all passersby of
renewable forestry and the important legacy of small private forest ownerships to Oregon’s
quality of life, and to its economy. The diamond sign helps me show how non-industrial
forests are well-managed and valuable to all Oregonians.
Updating and completing my forest management plan this spring was an informative exercise
that clarified my managing priorities and these future actions that would advance my forest
goals. The Oregon Tree Farm System inspector volunteer offered me useful professional
forester advice that will better my future forestry. Volunteer inspectors are an integral asset
of the American Tree Farm System. These extra eyes on my trees and my goals made our
future plans more realistic and achievable. From this management plan and inspection I
learned how planning translates into stewardship of the forest for my family, wife Kathy and
me too!

Our Tree Farm
Vision
To promote the growing
of renewable forest
resources on private
lands while protecting
environmental benefits
and increasing public
understanding of all
benefits of productive
forestry

Our Mission
Statement
Help Oregon family forest
owners sustainably care
for their woodlands by:
• Raising the Tree Farm
brand profile with key
audiences.
• Increase Tree Farm
membership.
•Promote multigenerational ownership
of family forests.
• Develop stronger
partnerships to leverage
accomplishment of
mutual goals.

Excellent OSWA Annual Meeting and OTFS Tree Farmer Tour! The June 28-30 jointlysponsored event held in Springfield was a huge success, delivering informative programs
and social networking for Oregon family forest landowners. A heartfelt thank you to the
many who contributed to the program organization, including the Lane County OSWA
Chapter, OSWA-OTFS administrator Jim James, outgoing OSWA President Rick Barnes, the
continued on page 20

Oregon Tree Farm System • www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208 • Salem, OR 97301 • 503-362-0242
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OSWA Executive Director’s Report
OSWA’s Annual Meeting
was a big success. See the
front page article. There are
six nominations for County
Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year. We will know on
October 27st who is selected
as 2018 Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year and
which chapter will be asked
to sponsor the 2019 Annual
Meeting. The potentials are;
Benton, Clackamas, Lane, Linn, Umatilla, and Washington
County chapters. There are efforts underway to establish
a chapter in Umatilla County.
OSWA’s 2017-2018 Fiscal Year that ends October 31st is
almost 75% complete. We have had a lot of successes.
It appears membership will grow slightly in 2018. Many
chapters have been actively recruiting new members. Five
Neighbor to Neighbor tour events have been conducted.

Jim James

See four tour articles in this newsletter. The fifth was an
event in Pendleton on June 16th to discuss with about
40 participants the establishment of an OSWA Umatilla
County Chapter. ODF Stewardship Forester, Hans Rudolf,
has been coordinating this effort. He is currently tied
up with fire season, but later this fall, he will coordinate
another event with the goal of officially recognizing a
new chapter.
In preparation for the upcoming 2019 Legislative Session.
The Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) will
reconvene in September to make recommendations for
the Board on the 2019 Legislative Priorities. It appears a
Carbon Cap and Invest program will be a priority for the
governor and some of the legislative leadership. OSWA
has been involved in several preliminary committees
appointed by the governor and State Forester Peter
Daugherty to evaluate a role for forests in any new
legislation. At this time, I am not optimistic such a program
would be good for family forest owners. This will be a
big topic for the GAC to evaluate.

OSWA’s Final 2016 / 2017 Budget and the 2017 / 2018 Approved Budget
Revenue
Dues

2016/2017
Approved
Budget

2016/2017
Actual
Final Budget

2017/2018
Approved
Budget

2017/2018
Actual Budget
7/31/18

170,000

166,714

167,000

158,932

28,000

29,150

28,000

18,500

6,000

10,043

8,500

12,873

Grants

20,000

15,000

25,000

5,000

Other

33,000

55,747

56,000

39,499

257,200

276,654

284,500

234,804

16000

16,790

17,000

0

105,000

110,649

110,000

76,440

Legislative Expense

36,000

36,000

36,000

24,000

Publications

23,000

22,995

23,000

14,027

Office & Op. Expenses

70,200

84,343

91,200

77,732

Totals

250,200

270,777

277,200

192,199

Profit

7,000

5,877

7,300

42,604

Parton Program
OSWA Fund Drive

Totals

Expenses
Chapter Dues Rebate
Wages & Prof. Services
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Fire Lines

Fire Report

There have been 65% more fires and 12 times more acres
burned than 2017, at this time.

By Jim James

The 2018 Fire Season has the potential to be the worst
Fire Season for some time. Forest conditions in July are at
the level typically experienced in August. The extended
drought, much higher than normal temperatures, and
weather conditions that facilitate lightning strikes sets
the stage for what could be terrible for forestland owners,
public health, and those fighting fires.
In mid-July 2017, on Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)
protected lands, between January 1st through mid-July,
there were 62 lightning-caused fires with 23 acres burnt
and 283 man caused fires with 388 acres burnt. This
totaled 345 fires burning 411 acres.
In mid-July 2018, on Oregon Department of Forestry
protected lands there have been 129 lightning-caused
fires with 2841 acres burnt and 425 man caused fires with
2825 acres burnt, totaling 555 fires burning 5666 acres.

The 10-year average for this same period of time is 81
lightning fires burning 5,225 acres and 254 man-caused
fires burning 1,829 acres, totaling 335 fires burning 7,054
acres. Although the acres burned so far in 2018 are less
than the ten year average, the number of fires is 65%
higher than normal.
Landowners need to make
sure they are fire safe
and follow all operational
restrictions and Industrial Fire
Precaution Levels (IFPLs) and
requirements. Contact your
local ODF office if one has
any questions about being
prepared for fire. Know your
local ODF office number in
case you need to report a fire.

2018 GOLD PATRON
Thank you OSWA:
Rosboro Company, LLC would like to
thank the members of the Oregon
Small Woodland Association for helping
provide the valuable timber resources
needed to operate our manufacturing
facilities. We appreciate the dedication
and commitment it takes to operate
a successful tree farm and recognize
the educational contribution OSWA
members make by demonstrating
excellence in tree farm management.

MAIN OFFICE: (541) 746-8411 • ROSBORO.COM

Rosboro has been in business in Springﬁeld, Oregon
since 1939. We specialize in the production of glulam
beams, studs, and dimension lumber.
Our manufacturing facilities utilize primarily Douglas-ﬁr
logs 5” to 20” scaling diameter along with some white
woods 5” to 11” in scaling diameter.
Our Log Yard is conveniently located at the corner of
28th and Main in Springﬁeld, OR. We have easy access
onto 28th street and take great pride in oﬀering an
eﬃcient log yard with minimum turn-around times.
We thank you for your business and hope to be
your preferred destination when you have logs,
standing timber, or land and timber to sell!

For Information and Prices Call: Brian Tenbusch @ (503) 569-8740
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OSWA News

Annual Meeting – Continued
The program on Friday, following Keynote Speaker Todd
Payne, had speakers on how to improve communications
with one’s legislators, climate change, health of Oregon
forests, forest pollinators, global wood supply and
markets, fire season concerns, fire policy impacts, potential
changes in smoke management rules, how pesticides are
regulated, Forest Practices Act requirements when using
herbicides, and initiative petitions at the county level to
regulate the use of herbicides on forest land. Candidate
for Governor, Newt Buhler, described his vision for forestry
and rural Oregon. Governor Kate Brown, who was also
invited, declined the invitation, sighting a conflict.

page 11 about the bylaw change recommendation. At
the conclusion of the Membership Meeting, President
Rick Barnes passed the President's gavel to Mike Barsotti,
OSWA’s new President.

On Friday, the annually required OSWA Membership
Meeting took place before lunch. Executive Director
gave a State of the Association message reporting OSWA
iscompleting the 2017/2018 Workplan approved by the
board, the 2017/2018 Budget is in line with expectations,
OSWA is financiallystable, and it appears OSWA will have
a minor increase in membership growth for 2018. The
membership nominated Ken Nygren as Presidnet Elect
and Mike Barnes to continue as a Second Vice President
on the Executive Committee when his term expires. The
membership also endorsed a recommendation from
the board to modify the OSWA bylaws to remove the
vote by mail requirents and replace them with making
all decisioins requiring membership approval will be
determined by a vote of the members present at the
Annual Membership Meeting. See details in election
form and envelope in this newsletter and the article on

Follwing Friday’s program there was a Silent Auction
Social and OSWA’s Annual Awards Banquet. 160 enjoyed
the banquet. Eveniing Speaker, Barb Lachenbruch,
discussed making maple syrup from Oregon’s Big Leaf
Maple.

Michael Atkinson, Gordon Culbetson, and Dick Couter at Silent
Auction Social
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There were 185 participants who enjoyed a great program,
twelve exhibitors, OSWA product sales, and a successful
Silent Auction. Thank you to the exhibitors, OSWA’s Linn
County Chapter who coordinated the OSWA Product
Sales, Ilene Waldorf who chaired the Silent Auction, those
who donated items for the auction, and the 65 bidders
who paid over $5000 for the items sold at the auction.

2018 Chapter Outstanding Volunteers of the Year
Baker County – Bob Parker is Baker County’s Outstanding
Volunteer of the Year. As the OSU Forestry Extension
Agent, he has gone far beyond his responsibilities
to assist the Baker County Chapter to be a successful
chapter. His collaboration skills work wonders reaching
out to family forest owners in Northeast Oregon. He was
intricately involved in organizing two successful OSWA
Annual Meetings in Baker City and has the respect of
the community. Bob is retiring in 2018. His skills will be
missed.

Following Friday’s program was a Silent Auction Social followed by
an Awards Banquet

OSWA News
Benton County – The Benton Chapter recognized Dave
Hibbs as their Volunteer of the Year for 2018. Dave's
leadership, commitment and ability to organize and
delegate were critical to the very successful 2018 Tree
Farmer of the Year and Neighbor to Neighbor tour of May
19 at the Carr-Oakes Family Forest. He is also an active
Benton County member.
Clackamas County – Rob Guttridge is only a two-year
member of Clackamas County Farm Forestry Association,
and at their annual meeting in 2016, he volunteered to
take on the editing of our Forest Tree Leader and serve
as Vice President of the chapter at the same time. He
volunteers at the Hopkins Demonstration Forest workdays
as well, and has helped the Clackamas County Extension
with projects, programs, and tours when he is able. The
chapter highly values Rob’s time and commitment to
the chapter and are proud to honor him as their 2018
Volunteer of the Year.
Columbia County – Bill Hanson and Rod Nastrom
are the Columbia County Volunteers of the Year. Both
are active members of the Columbia County Chapter
participating in the planning of and participation in most
chapter events. They can be counted on when needed.
Coos/Curry County – Mitch Clarke is Coos/Curry
County’s Volunteer of the Year. He is currently the
President of the chapter and the leader who organizes
events and keeps the chapter active in the community.
He has attended hearings at the Capitol and has been

President Mike Barsotti and Ron Guttridge

active in representing the chapter on Curry County After
the Fire issues following the 2017 devastating fire season
in Southwest Oregon.
Douglas County – Tami Braz has abundant energy. She
always seems to be working for her chapter. She diligently
performs the job of secretary, membership chairman,
interviews long-term members for newsletters stories,
compiles the newsletter, displays membership materials,
and sells signs at tours & functions. She is a strong asset
to the Douglas County Chapter and is their Volunteer of
the Year.
Jackson / Josephine County – Peggy Martin is the
Volunteer of the Year for Jackson/Josephine County.
She is the Membership Committee Chairman and an
active member of the chapter board. Peggy was on the
recent Bill and Marion Collins Neighbor to Neighbor
Tour committee and through her leadership, eleven new
members signed up for OSWA following the event.
Lane County – Rick and Rebecca Fain reside on their
tree farm just north of Florence and stepped forward in
2015, as a team, to serve on LCSWA’s board and represent
the Florence area of Lane County. Both are committed
to supporting and attending chapter activities and
willingly travel back and forth from Florence to assist
with and attend all board meetings and chapter events.
Both have helped organize field trips as well as provide
the administrative support needed to insure such events
continued on page 8

President Mike Barsotti and Mitch Clarke

President Mike Barsotti and Peggy Martin
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OSWA News

Annual Meeting – Continued
are successful. Last year they provided special assistance
helping with the planning OSWA’s 2017 Annual Meeting in
Florence. This year they have been active with providing
support and assistance with LCSWA planning for OSWA’s
2018 annual meeting in Springfield. Rick, along with
Rebecca, are strong supporters of LCSWA and both are
deserving of this special recognition as Outstanding
Volunteers of the Year.

chapter and for others. Ken is a professional forester
and administers a woodland management assistance
program for Bell Pole which has proved very valuable for
many OSWA members. He is also active in many other
community volunteer activities. It is great to be able
to count on him. Ken was also nominated as President
Elect for OSWA at the Annual Membership Meeting on
June 29th.

Linn County – Jim Merzenich is Linn County’s Volunteer
of the Year. He is a Past Chapter President, Chairman of
Linn County’s Membership Committee and the webmaster for the chapter. Jim is instrumental in planning and
helping with all chapter activities. He has been a superb
mentor to President Bill Bowling, providing guidance to
him as he performs the duties as President.

Washington County – Washington County Small
Woodlands Association Volunteer of the Year for 2018
is Don Sohler. Don retired from Oregon Department
of Forestry a few years ago, and when he saw that the
Washington County Chapter needed someone to chair
the Seedling Committee, he volunteered. This position
gets very busy in February and March when seedlings
are picked up and delivered. The volunteers who help
pick up seedlings from Lewis River Reforestation are
especially happy that Don has recognized the need to
provide a break with lunch after arriving at the cooler
and before unloading seedlings. Our seedling customers
appreciate how Don accommodates them in picking up
their seedlings. He has initiated new ideas to make the
seedling sale run smoothly and encourage customers to
join OSWA if they are not already members.

Lincoln County – Tim Miller has been selected by
Lincoln County’s Board as their 2018 Volunteer of the Year.
Tim’s service to OSWA and the Oregon Farm Bureau as a
spokes person has been outstanding. He has provided
critical representation on government issues facing
Lincoln County’s timber and cattle industries. He has ben
involved in the County Fair, 4H, water issue regulations,
and is always willing to help a friend. Tim was Lincoln
County’s Tree Farmer of the Year in 2016.
Yamhill County – Yamhill Chapter's 2018 Volunteer of
the Year is Ken Nygren. Ken is a member of the Yahmill
Chapter Board and serves as Treasurer. He is also, very
active in organizing meetings and has led tours for the

President Mike Barsotti with Rebecca and
Rick Fain

Nominees for Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year
Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS) Awards Chairman, Dick
Courter, announced the six nominees for Oregon’s 2018
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year. Each county can
have one nominees per year. Nominees are:

President Mike Barsotti and Jim Merzenich
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President Mike Barsotti with Past President
and Riggin’ Slinger, Rick Barnes

OSWA News
•
•
•
•
•
•

Benton County – Marsha Oakes Carr
Clackamas County – Tim Dahl and Debi Poppe
Lane County – Linda Hull
Linn County – Sherman and Leslie Weld
Umatilla County – Tom and Cindy Beechinor
Washington County – Richard and Connie Gaebel

The 2018 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year will be
announced on October 27th during the OTFS’s Annual
Meeting at the Oregon Garden in Silverton. It is not
too early to be thinking about who each County’s
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year nominee for
2019 will be. Each year, OSWA invites the chapter who
nominated the Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year to
host OSWA’s Annual Meeting and Tree Farmer of the
Year woods tour as part of the meeting.
Riggin’ Slinger Award
Recent Past President Rick Barnes received the 2018
Riggin’ Slinger Award. As OSWA’s President, Rick
has been a strong leader and provided guidance to
OSWA’s recent successes. He and his wife Audrey have
been frequent participants at legislative hearings,
Board of Forestry meetings and most recently, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission meetings,
testifying for OSWA on issues important to family forest
owners and OSWA’s membership. Rick has also served
on the Oregon Forest and Industries Council’s (OFIC)
board representing OSWA. As a member of OSWA’s
Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC), he has been
fully engaged on all issues important to forestry for
many years. Rick served two terms on the Committee for
Family Forestlands (CFF), a committee appointed by the
Board of Forestry to advise them on family forest issues.
Rick will serve as Past President on the OSWA Executive
Committee for the next two years.

2018 OSWA Patrons
Thank You

Gold
Hancock Timber Resource Group
Oregon Forest Resource Institute
Port Blakely Tree Farm
Rosboro
Starker Forests

Silver
Barnes & Associates
Boise Cascade
Alice and Peter Bregman
Cascade Timber Consultants
C&D Lumber
Dale Cyler and Brenda Woodard
Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Resources
Hampton Affiliates
JD Fulwiler Insurance
Olympic Resource Management
Roseburg Forest Products
RSG Forest Products
Schmidt Family Forest, LLC
Seneca Sawmill
Stimson Lumber Company
Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser

Bronze
Campbell Global
Coast Range Conifers, LLC
Freres Lumber Company
Frank Lumber Company
International paper
Andy Kittel
Lone Rock
Northwest Forest Properties
Northwest Hardwoods
Miami Corporation

OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2018 • PAGE 9

OSWA News

Cafferata Family Outstanding Tree Famers of the Year Woods Tour
By Jeremy Felty

On June 30th in conjunction with OSWA’s Annual Meeting,
150 participants visited the 79-acre Cafferata Family Forest
located in Lane County, hosted by the Cafferata family,
OSWA’s Lane County Chapter, and Oregon Tree Farm
System. It was funded by a grant to OSWA from Oregon
Forest Resource Institute. Steve and Wylda Cafferata have
owned this property since 2009. The tour focused on topics
that the Cafferatas deal with on a daily basis, including
thinning on the property, the presence of wildlife on the
property, the controlling of unwanted vegetation, various
reforestation strategies, and the importance of keeping the
family involved.
The Cafferatas have a deep back ground in forestry. In 2009,
Steve and Wylda, after raising four children and working
for 35 years in their professions, realized one of their
dreams by purchasing 79 acres of forestland. The land had
been logged, replanted haphazardly, and then neglected
for decades, so they set to work to bring the land under

Dick Courter, OTFS Awards Chairman, presents the 2017
Oregon Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year plaque to
Steve and Wylda

Every speaker on the woods tour was a member of the
family, the goal for the tour was to discuss the topics
provided by the certification guidelines provided by the
American Tree Farm System. Mike Cafferata spoke about
thinning and vegetation management; Fran Cafferata Coe
spoke about wildlife on the property; Joe Cafferata spoke
about road maintenance and maintaining water quality;
Wylda Cafferata spoke about aesthetics, fire protection,
and security and access; Steve Cafferata spoke about soils,
brush field rehabilitation, and planting; and Sam Cafferata
spoke about recreation on their property.

Whole Cafferata clan together at the end of the tour for a big family picture

A large crowd gathered for lunch, consisting of OSWA members, fellow
tree farmers, guests from the World Forestry Center, and friends and
family
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management. Using their skills, the Cafferatas put together
an exemplary forest management plan that was certified
to the American Tree Farm System in 2010. The results are
great attention to wood, water, recreation, and wildlife and
all the other attributes found in a working forest. The entire
family, including the third generation, is involved in the
management and enjoyment of the property.

Mike Cafferata discusses thinning projects conducted on
the property

OSWA News

OSWA Board Recommends Elections Bylaw Change
to the Membership
By Jim James

At the March 23rd OSWA Board Meeting the board voted to
forward a proposal to the OSWA Membership at the OSWA
Annual Meeting on June 29th to modify the OSWA bylaws
to address Membership elections. OSWA’s current bylaws
require all state elections be done by mail. Historically,
OSWA has put a ballot and return envelope in the newsletter
following each year’s annual meeting to vote on candidates
and other business discussed at the annual meeting
requiring membership approval. Vote-by-mail costs OSWA
over $1000 per year using the newsletter process. Typically,
only about 70 members respond. There is typically at
least 10% (160) members present at an annual meeting.
Many officer candidates are non-contested and using the
vote-by-mail process can take months before an election
is concluded. The vote-by-mail process has outlived its
usefulness. On June 29th, the over 170 members present
during the Annual Membership Meeting unanimously
voted to recommend to the entire membership to approve
the voting bylaw change. The vote by mail election form is
in this newsletter. Please take the time to vote.

The Bylaw change recommended by the membership is as
follows:
1.	Voting will occur during the Annual Membership
Meeting.
2.	
Contested races will be conducted with ballots,
completed and turned in on the same day as the
election. In the event of a tie, a flip of the coin shall
determine the successful candidate. The candidates
or designated representative(s) shall be present.
3.	Uncontested races will be conducted with a majority
“hands-raised” procedure.
4.	Outcome of elections will be determined the day of
the Annual Membership Meeting by the Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee shall serve as
the oversight committee for the purpose of refining
and defining other election requirements.
5.	Any Bylaw changes shall be ratified by a majority of
the votes cast.

If approved, these new bylaws will go into effect
at the 2019 Annual Membership Meeting elections.

Tree Farm Chair's Message – Continued
timber mill tour hosts, and the 2017 OTFS Tree Farmers of
the Year, Steve & Wylda Cafferata—who ably hosted the
informative Saturday tree farm tour.
2018 Inspections Underway. For its internationallyrecognized forest certification program, the OTFS
annually completes a number of required Oregon certified
tree farm inspections – conducted by OTFS volunteer
inspectors. The 50 required sample 2018 inspections
will be done by November 15th. Additionally, dozens
more inspections are done for periodic re-certification,
pioneer, or initial status. The volunteer efforts of Oregon’s
70 qualified tree farm inspectors complete these tasks
– coordinated by Mike & Connie Atkinson. Thank you
inspectors for keeping us going!
Fund Drive. Thank you for considering your tax deductible
donation to support the good work of certified tree farm

inspections and services – during the 2018 OTFS Fund
Drive mailing.

Need a Contract Logger?
Contact Kuenzi Timber, LLC

"Cut to length" thinning with harvester and forwarder
tree length thinning and clear cut harvesting with skidder or cat
Member of Associated Oregon Loggers (AOL)
Professional Trained Logger Program
Experienced with local mills
to get the highest value for your logs

Call or text Ben Kuenzi
(503) 881- 8821
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OSWA News

Carr / Oaks / Johnson Neighbor to Neighbor Woods Tour
By Jeremy Felty

On May 19th 2018, 160 participants visited the Carr-OakesJohnson Homestead/Hardell Tree Farm in Benton county.
They are the 2018 Benton County Outstanding Tree
Farmers of the Year. The property is in its 4th generation
of continuous family management. The first piece was
homesteaded in 1883. Some of the original family orchard
is still there and being managed to preserve its varieties.
As new pieces of land were added and times changed
in Oregon, management has shifted from agriculture to
forestry with the family planting tens of thousands of tree
seedlings long before that was a common practice.
Today, the property is a vigorous forest, bits and pieces

Dan Carr explains how he performs
a pre-commercial thinning

The tour was hosted by the Carr/Oakes family, OSWA’s
Benton County Chapter, and OSU Forestry Extension.
It was funded by a grant to OSWA from Oregon Forest
Resource Institute. Topics covered at the tour were, Precommercial thinning and commercial thinning strategies,
the development of a pond and wildlife in a managed
forest, and planning for a balanced forest age distribution.

Brad Withrow-Robinson describes a precommercial thinning processes

Fran Cafferata Coe and Kayla Carr discuss development of forest ponds
while participants view rare red legged frogs
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of diversity that are being preserved or added, and 3
generations of family working together to keep the forest
productive and to bring the family together. The first goal
they list for the property is to have the 5th generation out
there working and playing too.

Mike Cloughesy discusses commercial thinning
strategy options

OSWA News

Collins Tree Farm Neighbor to Neighbor Woods Tour
By Jeremy Felty

On June 2nd, 90 participants visited the 190-acre Collin’s
tree farm located in Jackson County, hosted by Bill and
Marion Collins, the Jackson/Josephine OSWA Chapter, and
OSU Forestry Extension. It was funded by a grant to OSWA
from Oregon Forest Resource Institute. Bill and Marion
Collins purchased their 160 acres in 1969. As hobby farmers,
they soon found that they needed an additional 30 acres for
pasturing cows and horses. This was the beginning of the
190-acre Double Diamond ranch. However, after 13 years,
they decided to switch their focus to their forest land. The
dense, vertically challenged forest was transformed over
the next 35 years to not only to a healthier environment
for wildlife and birds, but also one that is sustainable and

less prone to severe wildfires. The key factor was the
development of a road system that enabled all age, all
species management by selective harvest.
The tour discussed the history of the property, the types of
forest management performed by the Collins family, living
with the risk of wildfire, and dealing with fire challenges.
Speakers included Bill Collins, Alan Campbell, Bill Potterf,
Marty Main, OSU Extension agent Max Bennett, and
Oregon Department of Forestry employees John O’Conner
and Paris Drake. Eleven non-OSWA participants joined
OSWA at the conclusion of the tour.

Bill Collin’s begins the event with a short story about the property.

An ODF Fire Suppression Specialist Paris Drake describes the
process of building burn piles.

Marty Main describes the multi-age multi-species thinning process
utilized by the Collins family.

Bill Potterf describes the removal of ladder trees while
holding a large pole-saw
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OSWA News

Gaebel Neighbor to Neighbor Tree Farm Tour
By Jeremy Felty

On July 21st, 115 participants arrived at the Gaebel Tree
Farm in North Plains for a Neighbor to Neighbor Woods
Tour. In 2017, the Gaebel’s were the Washington County
Tree Farmers of the Year. The tour was sponsored by the
Gaebels and the Washington County Small Woodlands
Chapter. It was funded by a grant to OSWA from Oregon
Forest Resource Institute. The topics covered at the tour
included, an overview of pond maintenance, food plots,
portable sawmilling by family friend Clint Michael; the topic
of commercial thinning was covered by Steve Cafferata;
road design and culvert installation was covered by local
ODF stewardship forester Nate Agalzoff and Tualatin
Watershed Council representative, April Olbrich; and Big
Horn Logging’s, Mark Stanley covered the active logging
on the property.
In 1979, Rich and Connie Gaebel purchased this property
as a rural place to live, a get-a-way and a place to hunt. It is
the southern 40 acres of an original 160-acre parcel. Access
required building a 60-foot clear span bridge. The 160 acres
had been logged at the turn of the century and again in the
1950’s but never replanted. It was mostly brush, hardwoods
and scattered young conifers. It was also used as a horse
trail riding area with access to the coast range. Old logging
skid trails abound and evidence of an old rail road grade
running parallel to the creek was also evident. There is an
old saw mill location close to the old rail road grade.
By 1981, Rich with help from friends and family built a
road, bridge, cleared and planted 3 acres. By 1985 they
had cleared and planted an additional 14 acres. Rich and
Connie tried raising cattle and Christmas trees. In 1994 they
converted the Christmas trees to forestry. Rich installed
culverts where the road crossed three small creeks. One
was recently replaced with a 36” fish passage culvert.

Connie and Rich Gaebel discusses the family and property history

ODF Stewardship Forester Nate Agalzoff and April Olbrich discuss
the culverts on the road system

Family friend Clint Michael explains the irrigation system, pond,
and specialized dam system

In the late 90’s, they installed a wildlife pond with water
right’s and wildlife food plots primarily for deer, elk
occasionally visit the site. In 2003, he logged and cleared
three small areas, totaling 1.6 acres, and planted Cedar trees
in groves. They were thinning in 2016 and are now thriving.
Rich and Connie became very active in the Washington
County Small Woodlands chapter in 1980.

The tour concluded with a catered lunch
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OSWA News

Proposed Rule Changes in the Smoke Management Plan (SMP)
for Prescribed Burning
By Scott Hanson

The primary focus in the current Smoke Management Plan
(SMP) review was to:
•	Provide additional opportunity to use prescribed
burning under the SMP, and
•	Facilitate burning in a way that does not harm the
public.
There are four key areas of proposed rule changes:
1. Polyethylene cover over piles
Currently: The size of polyethylene cover must not
exceed 100 square feet and thickness of 4 mil.
Proposed: Polyethylene covers may be used as
necessary to reduce emissions with no specific
restrictions on size or thickness.
2. Smoke intrusion means
Currently: The verified entrance of smoke from
prescribed burning into a Smoke Sensitive Receptor Area
(SSRA) at ground level. Categories of intrusion density
are light, medium, and heavy from nephelometer
instrument readings.
Proposed: New threshold values for an intrusion.
An intrusion is the verified entrance of smoke from
prescribed burning into a SSRA at ground level that
exceeds 70 micrograms per cubic meter for any onehour period and/or averages at or above 26 mg/m^3 for
a 24-hour period, measured from midnight to midnight
beginning on the first day of smoke occurrence.
3. Smoke incident means:
Currently: the verified entrance of prescribed burning
into a community, other than an SSRA, investigated by
the forester.
Proposed: The verified entrance of prescribed burning
into a SSRA at levels below a smoke intrusion. But still
tracked.
4. Communication Plan
Currently: none
Proposed: ODF annually develops and distributes a
best practices communication framework. ODF/DEQ
develop a community response plan for communities
who experience repeated smoke intrusions. The Plan is

to coordinate through the county health department.
The Plan includes education about prescribed burning
and alert procedures.
What is the upcoming schedule for the SMP review?
On June 6th a Board of Forestry presentation was given in
LaGrande on rule updates and ODF asked for permission
to proceed with public hearings. A Board of Forestry
member asked to add an exemption for 1-hour intrusion
if Smoke Sensitive Receptor Area (SSRA) develops a
community response plan to mitigate smoke exposure
and gains approval from local government, Department of
Environmental Quality and Oregon Department of Forestry.
In August public hearings will be conducted. Locations
will be determined. At the November 7th Board of
Forestry meeting the board will be asked to approve the
new rule. At the January 2019 Environmental Quality
Commission me2eting the EQC will be asked to approve
the new rule. During the Spring of 2019 the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) will be asked to approve the State
Implementation Plan and if approved the new rule will
be enrolled by the Secretary of State and the rule will be
implemented.
Finally, as the current OSWA newsletter is going to the
press: the Smoke Management Advisory Committee was
advised that the SMP schedule be put on “pause” as ODF is
fully engaged with wildfire season 2018.

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
Connecting Forest Landowners with
Services and Contractors

www.forestseedlingnetwork.com
Valuable
Resources

Buy/Sell
Seedlings

News, Updates & Events
Tips, Notes, Links & Advice
Seed Zone Maps

Use Our
Map Search

Find Vendor
Services &
Contractors

Product Groups:
Forest Seedlings • Christmas Tree Seedlings
Conifer Liner Stock Seedlings • Forest Tree Seed
Native Woody Plant Seedlings

O R E G O N • WA S H I N G TO N • I D A H O • M O N TA N A • C A L I F O R N I A

bob@forestseedlingnetwork.com
503-769-9806

Forest Seedling Network
1740 Shaff Rd. #306
Stayton, OR 97383
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ODF News

Consider a Forest Management Plan
By Ryan Gordon, ODF Family Forestland Coordinator

Have you considered a management plan for
your forestland? A forest management plan helps
communicate a vision for your forest and guides the
business of managing your property. Management plans
demonstrate your commitment to the resource and are
a gateway to cost-share programs and sustainable forest
management certification. Oregon has developed a
uniform management plan that is recognized by multiple
organizations, including the American Tree Farm System
and Natural Resources Conservation Service. More details
– including a template and other guidance – can be found
at: www.oregonforestmanagementplanning.org

Cost share funds for management planning come through
the USDA Forest Service Forest Stewardship Program.
Funding for this program has diminished in recent years,
but it remains an important base of support for ODF’s
landowner assistance program.

Management Planning Assistance
The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) has cost share
funds available to help landowners work with a consulting
forester to develop a management plan. Funding is
limited, but applications are accepted on a rolling basis.
If you’re interested, contact the local ODF Stewardship
Forester:
http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Working/Pages/
FindAForester.aspx

https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/naturalresources/
swcd/pages/swcd.aspx
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Additional assistance with management planning may be
available through your local Forestry Extension Agent, or
even the local soil and water conservation district. Local
chapters of OSWA and the Oregon Tree Farm System can
also connect you with knowledgeable neighbors.
http://extensionweb.forestry.oregonstate.edu/

https://www.oswa.org/
http://www.otfs.org/
Ryan Gordon, Family Forestland Coordinator with the
Oregon Department of Forestry, can be reached at
503-945-7393 or Ryan.P.Gordon@oregon.gov.

ODF News

ODF Marbled Murrelet Update

By Jennifer Weikel, Wildlife Biologist, Oregon Department of Forestry
The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) is analyzing the
Forest Practices Act rules to consider further protections
for the marbled murrelet. The marbled murrelet is a small,
robin-sized seabird that spends most of its life on the ocean,
but comes inland to nest on the limbs of large conifer
trees. They are thought to be sensitive to forest practices,
like timber harvests, due to loss of habitat and more open
spaces which may make their nests more susceptible to
predators such as jays and ravens. The marbled murrelet
is listed as threatened under both the federal and Oregon
endangered species acts (ESA).
In 2016, the Board of Forestry started this project after
receiving a petition to initiate rule-making to further
protect marbled murrelets under the Forest Practices Act.
On the same day, the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission
received a petition to consider increasing the marbled
murrelet’s status under the state ESA from threatened to
endangered. Ultimately, the commission decided to keep
the state’s status of the marbled murrelet as threatened.
But, the commission did direct the Oregon Department of
Fish & Wildlife to develop survival guidelines for the species.
The state ESA protections apply to state-owned land, not
private lands. Because the state ESA does not apply to
private lands, these survival guidelines will have no impact
to private landowners. The commission’s work does not
directly impact ODF’s analysis. I mention it here because
there has been confusion about the two projects and how
they do or don’t inter-relate.

The Forest Practices Act rule analysis for marbled murrelets
is a deliberate, thoughtful process. This project is in
the early phases, but the intent is to explore all options
available to the board. The board’s options include no
action, voluntary measures, new rules, or combination of
these approaches. Oregon’s administrative rules sets the
process for considering new rules for a wildlife species. A
first step is developing a technical report that addresses
four key elements:
1. Identify the resource site(s) used by the species,
2. D
 escribe the forest practices that conflict with those
resource sites,
3. D
 iscuss the biological consequences of the forest
practices conflicts, and
4. Strategies for protecting the species.
Next, subject matter experts must formally review the
technical report. ODF drafted a marbled murrelet technical
report. Currently, the subject matter experts are reviewing
the report. The expert review is expected to be completed
by mid-August 2018. The expert review report will be
presented to the Board of Forestry this November. ODF will
then finalize the technical report based on feedback from
the expert review. The next steps and timeline for the policy
analysis phase of this project are yet to be determined.
ODF will continue engaging stakeholders, including OSWA,
throughout this process.

YouTube Videos Available from Oregon Department of Forestry
By Nick Hennemann, ODF Public Affairs Specialist

The Oregon Department of Forestry Private Forests
Division has produced about 20 videos in the last 18
months. These videos explain forest practices rules,
forest health, fire prevention, tree selection, and other
topics. The department, Oregon Forest Resources

Institute, and Oregon State University-Extension
received a grant to produce videos that help people
better understand Oregon’s Forest Practices Act, forest
management, and fire prevention.

The department of forestry has about 100 videos available on its YouTube channel, located at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcnNT-fHssaJSYnSNvcikyg
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OREGON TREE FARM SYSTEM, INC

2018 Annual Meeting,
Workshop and
Recognition Luncheon
Date: Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Place:
Sponsors:
Oregon Tree Farm System, Inc
Oregon S mall WoodlandsAssociation
U.S. Forest Service
Oregon Department of Forestry
Oregon Forest Resources Institute
OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension
Sustainable Forestry Initiative

TREE FARMERS
RECOGNITION LUNCHEON

Honoring the County Tree Farmers of the Year and the Inspector of the Year
Time: 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (lunch and awards)
Place:
Oregon Garden
Registration information will be out Summer, 2018
www.otfs.org
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News for Family Forest

OFRI Board Selects New Executive Director
By Inka Bajandas

The Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) board
of directors has named seasoned marketing and
communications professional Erin Isselmann to serve as
the Institute’s new executive director.
Isselmann, most recently the director of communications
for the Portland Business Alliance, joined OFRI July 9.
She has held communications and marketing leadership
roles at several Fortune 500 companies, including Xerox,
Tektronix and Conduent, and has more than two decades
of experience in corporate communications, public
relations and digital marketing.

Erin Isselmann

The OFRI board hired Isselmann last month after an
extensive search for a new executive director to lead the
Institute following Paul Barnum’s retirement later this
summer. Barnum will help with the leadership transition
before he officially retires Sept. 1 after 10 years at the helm
of OFRI.

Isselmann has a bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism
and political science from the University of Southern
California and a master’s degree in political science from
George Washington University. An Oregon resident since
1996, she and her husband, Jack, live in Portland with their
two daughters.

“Over the course of her career, Erin has developed
expertise in crisis communications, media relations,
branding and social media,” says Quincy Powers, OFRI
board chairman. “The board has every confidence she
has the skills to lead OFRI’s forest-related educational
messaging and collaboration efforts in our ever-evolving
media landscape.”

About the Oregon Forest Resources Institute:
The Oregon Legislature created the Oregon Forest
Resources Institute in 1991 to advance public understanding
of forests, forest management and forest products, and to
encourage sound forestry through landowner education. A
13-member board of directors governs OFRI. It is funded by
a portion of the forest products harvest tax.

Paul Barnum

Mike Johnson Contract Cutting & Logging
I’m a private contractor currently located
In Philomath Oregon
I specialize in timber falling, clearcuts, and thinning.
I have 25 years of experience in the logging industry
Not only for myself but also working for other major companies.
If you’re looking to remove timber from your property
Thin or clear cut, please contact me for a free estimate.
Johnsonmikef75@gmail.com
New Phone Number (458) 205-1386
Mike Johnson

PAGE 20 • OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2018

PACIFIC
LOGGING
CONGRESS

8TH LIVE IN WOODS SHOW

8
Where: Oregon State University Research Forest, Corvallis, Ore.
When: Thursday and Friday, September 13-14, 2018, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Volunteer Registration: www.pacificloggingcongress.org
The Pacific Logging Congress Live In-Woods Show will showcase the OSU research forest, as well as active timber
harvest operations. The students will have an amazing opportunity to get a firsthand look at Oregon’s forest sector, the
natural resources from which wood products are derived, the latest high-tech equipment used in harvesting trees,
reforestation after harvest, the protection of forest wildlife habitat and the importance of Oregon’s forests to the state’s
economy.
This year, the PLC theme is Reaching Out to the Next Generation. Oregon high school students have been invited to
learn firsthand about the industry and see future career opportunities. Volunteer tour guides are needed.

STUDENT TOUR REQUIREMENTS:
• At the parking area, buses will be met by volunteers and groups will be given hardhats. All hardhats must be
worn throughout the entire tour.
• Tour guides will safely lead student groups through the show site. Teachers will be accompanying the groups and
responsible for student behavior.
• Event terrain is uneven and the trail is approximately a 1.5-mile hike.
• Schools will be at the site for approximately three hours to complete a visit, with time for unloading/loading.
TO VOLUNTEER - Register online at: www.pacificloggingcongress.org

Volunteers receive many benefits, including a free pass to the show, T-shirt, talking points and
interpretation materials.
For questions, please contact Julie Woodward at woodward@ofri.org or 503-807-1614
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Larvae and two color morphs of adult flatheaded fir borer.
Adults are 7-11mm long.

Dave Powell USFS & Steve Valley ODA, Bugwood.org

Forest Health Fact Sheet

Flatheaded fir borer (Phaenops drummondi prev.
Melanophila) is a type of Buprestid wood boring beetle that
behaves like a bark beetle. It feeds entirely underneath the
bark instead of excavating galleries in the wood. Wood
boring beetles found in western conifers aid in wood
decomposition and tend to be secondary, in that they don’t
kill trees on their own but instead infest dead or dying trees.
Flatheaded fir borer, however, can act like a primary insect
pest by killing healthy looking trees. This beetle is
particularly aggressive in southwest Oregon where it
attacks Douglas-fir growing at ≤3,500’ in elevation and/or
on harsh, dry sites - particularly during droughts. In eastern
Oregon, flatheaded fir borer is also one of the few insects
that attacks and kills western larch.

Hosts
• Major: Douglas-fir, true firs, western larch
• Minor: spruce, western hemlock
(and rarely found in pine)
Distribution for this insect is transcontinental across
North America, and it has also been reported in Europe.

Biology

The life cycle of the flatheaded fir borer normally lasts
for one year but can be longer, depending on the quality
of host as a food source. Adults emerge in the spring
(March - April) and feed on conifer needles before flying
to a suitable host tree. The adult beetles can sometimes
be seen resting on sun-exposed tree bark. Eggs are laid in
bark crevices and upon hatching, larvae immediately
bore into the inner bark. Larvae feed mostly on cambium
and some phloem without entering the sapwood. Late in
the summer or early fall (August - September), larvae
move to the outer bark where they construct pupal cells
and overwinter. Adult beetles emerge the following
spring.

PAGE 22 • OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • AUGUST 2018

December 2016

Damage

Flatheaded fir borers commonly breed in felled trees or
those weakened by drought, fire, defoliation, mistletoe,
or other types of stress. Trees infested are usually pole
size or larger. Beetles can infest the entire tree, including
exposed roots. Attacks may also be confined to the upper
crown or large branches, resulting in top-kill and branch
flagging. Flatheaded fir borer commonly kills healthy
looking Douglas-fir growing at lower elevations on
warm, dry sites around interior valleys or in locations
where available moisture may be limiting. It is
particularly aggressive during and after periods of
drought. Patterns of mortality are often clumped on the
landscape and concentrated along outer edges of stands,
along ridges or drainages. Trees can defend themselves
from infestation by ‘drowning’ insects in resin, but if
unsuccessful the tree will die. Often lack of moisture,
e.g. drought, reduces resin production. A pitch pocket
often forms over arrested larval mines that causes serious
wood defect in merchantable timber.
Detection of flatheaded fir borer attacks prior to the
yellowing of the tree’s crown is difficult. Unlike bark
beetles, there are no external indicators of attack such as

Bill Schaupp, USFS

Flatheaded fir borer
galleries are
confined to the
underside of bark,
sometimes isolated
at the upper crown.
Similar to other
Buprestids, larvae
construct wide,
Flatheaded fir borer galleries
winding galleries
that increase in width as larvae grow. Galleries are filled
with a brown dust tightly packed in concentric lines.

Management

Natural
Most likely, flatheaded fir borer populations are naturally
regulated by parasitic wasps and predators or by
drowning in sap flows. When larvae move toward the
outer bark nearer to the surface to pupate, they are more
exposed to parasitic wasps that fly in late summer or
early spring and are also more accessible for
woodpeckers.
Silvicultural
Lack of disturbance, especially fire suppression, has

Bill Schaupp, USFS

Bill Schaupp, USFS

boring dust or pitch
streams on the bark. For
this reason, infestations
are rarely diagnosed
before the damage has
already occurred.
However, it is sometimes
possible to identify
infested green trees during
the fall and winter months
from the patches of bark
removed by woodpeckers
searching for beetle
larvae.
Multi-year
Woodpecker damage
infestations may progress
from one or more red, flagged branches to involve the
entire tree. By the time all of an infested tree’s foliage
turns red, usually late spring or early summer in the year
after attack, almost all of the flatheaded fir borers have
already left the tree. Exit holes indicating emergence are
oval and about 1/8 - 1/4” wide.

Management highlights
• Replant with oak or pine as appropriate
• Avoid damage to roots from construction,
roads, etc.
• Remove trees with >50% crown scorch or >25%
cambium damage from fire

Flatheaded fir borer-caused mortality. Note the green
Douglas-fir in less exposed, moist spots are not attacked.

resulted in the continued ingrowth of Douglas-fir on
harsh sites that are better suited for other species such as
oaks and pines. This is particularly true in southwest
Oregon as well as areas in the Columbia Gorge, the
eastern edges of the Willamette Valley and the rain
shadows of Mt. Hood. Regenerating or favoring
appropriate species during thinning will reduce future
mortality. Practices to maintain tree vigor will reduce
susceptibility but may not be helpful on harsh sites.
Heavy thinning of stagnant, dense, relatively pure
Douglas-fir stands on low quality sites during and right
after drought may even increase stress and residual
mortality from flatheaded fir borer. Avoid practices
detrimental to trees including backfilling over roots, soil
compaction in the root zone, and road cuts through wellestablished stands. Douglas-fir with more than 50% of
the crown or 25% of the cambium damaged by fire have
a high probability of attack and should be removed to
prevent a build-up of borer populations.
Insecticides
There are no insecticides demonstrated to be effective or
labeled for use against flatheaded fir borer.

More information:

Other references:

Oregon Dept. of Forestry, Forest Health

USFS Forest Health Protection
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/fhp/fidls

http://tinyurl.com/odf-foresthealth

2600 State St. Bldg. D, Salem, OR 97310
503-945-7200

OSU Forestry Extension
http://extensionweb.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
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NEWS
Upcoming Events

August 14, 2018

OSWA Board Call

August 31, 2018

OTFS Board Meeting

September 5, 2018

Board of Forestry

October 7-9, 2018

OFIC Annual Meeting
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October 19, 2018

OSWA Board Meeting

October 27, 2018

OTFS Annual Meeting and Board Meeting

October 27, 2018

Klamath - Lake County Tree School

November 7-8, 2018

Board of Forestry Meeting

