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Oregon Small Woodlands Association
Annual Meeting
June 20th – 22nd, in Corvallis
By Jim James
OSWA’s Benton County Chapter is planning
a great OSWA Annual Meeting. It will be
held in Corvallis, June 20th – 22nd. The
theme will be “Research, Policy & Practices
for Family Forestland Management”. There
will be three days of great events. OSWA
members should have received their
Annual Meeting brochure with registration
information. The brochure can also be
found on OSWA’s website, www.oswa.org.
On Thursday, June 20th, there will be a
series of local tour options in the afternoon
for those who arrive early. Participants
can choose from the OSU Oregon Forest
Science Complex including Peavy Hall and
the Red Emerson Lab; Hull Oakes Lumber
mill tour; or a combination of Thompson
Timber’s Sort Yard & Chipping Operation
and Georgia Pacific mill in Philomath. The
Marriott Hotel in Corvallis will have discount
rates for those attending the meeting.
OSWA’s Board dinner and Board meeting
will be Thursday evening at the Marriott.

On Friday, June 21st, the Annual Meeting
Program and Awards Banquet will be held at
the Benton County Fairgrounds. There will
be a full day of speakers with panels on Fire,
Forest Carbon, Communications, and the
latest research on Marbled Murrelets. Other
activities on Friday include a Silent Auction,
OSWA’s Annual Membership Meeting, many
exhibits, and an Awards Banquet. During
the Awards Banquet, OSWA’s 2019 Riggin’
Slinger, Chapter Volunteers of the Year, and
videos will be shown for the 2018 County
Tree Farmers of the Year and the 2019
Oregon Department of Forestry Loggers
of the Year. There will be many breaks to
socialize with friends and neighbors.
On Saturday, June 22nd, the 2018 Oregon
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year
Woods Tour will visit the Oakes Investment,
LLC, near Monroe. This property managed
by Don, Darrell, and Dena Oakes has been
in the Oakes family since 1883. The tour will
focus on the four legs of the American Tree
Farm System (ATFA) certification program,
Wood, Water, Wildlife, and Recreation.

OSWA President’s Message

The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned
family woodlands are a
thriving part of Oregon’s
landscape in 2050.

Our Mission
Statement
Oregon Small
Woodlands Association
shall be an
effective force in
addressing statewide
forestry issues that are
critical to family forestlandowners by:
Educating and informing
the owners of forested
tracts and the public
regarding forestry
and family forestland
management issues.
Providing a medium for
the exchange of ideas
about family forestland
by landowners, public
agencies, consultants,
and timber industry
personnel.
Serving as a forum to
make recommendations
for investigating and
solving problems, and
for improving forest
management, harvesting,
and marketing.
Representing the owners
of family forestlands to
the general public and
before legislative bodies
and regulatory agencies.

Mike Barsotti

While our organization serves its members and other family forest
landowners in a number of ways, working with Oregon’s legislators
during legislative sessions to help them understand how bills
impact forest land is now our primary focus. It’s very important.
Getting to know our legislators out of session is also of great value,
but when they are in Salem, the rubber hits the road.
I’m sure every session has bills that would limit our ability to
manage our forests or unfairly increase the costs of stewardship,
but this session seems more precarious, onerous than most. Having
an imbalance in legislators’ party affiliation doesn’t help.
OSWA’s Government Affairs Committee’s (GAC) conference calls are very effective in developing
our position on bills, keeping tract on the status of bills of concern, and marshalling the
membership when we need landowners to testify on how a particular bill affects our abilities
to management our land.
If you are not being notified via an email when the GAC is having a conference call, call the
office and ask to be added to the GAC list. We are having them from 7 to 8 a.m. on Thursdays.
An email is sent to all on the list before each call giving information of the date, key topics to
be discussed, and the free phone number to call in on. Jim James facilitates the conversations
and Roger Beyer, our lobbyist, keeps us abreast of what’s happening. (A side note: we are
very fortunate to have Roger, a forest landowner, OSWA member, and past legislator as our
lobbyist.)
If you are not already on the GAC contact list, join it. You can just listen if you wish, or you can
be part of the group discussion that develops our position, which could be “for”, “neutral”,
“watch”, or “against” a particular bill. I’m very impressed how Jim James has maintained an
atmosphere where folks feel free to share differing opinions. We all love our land and want to
have a healthy forest and a healthy Oregon, but we sure have a variety of opinions on how to
get there. I think this diversity is part of our strength as an organization. Hearing the variety
of thoughts provide me a clearer picture on what it means to have a healthy forest, healthy
Oregon.
Now that we are over half way through this legislative session, a lot of what we labeled as
“bad bills” are dead, but there are still some we oppose and some we support that may need
members to go to Salem to provide testimony. We sure don’t want a bill that will cost us
each year the equivalency of years and years of OSWA dues to become law. Again, the GAC
conference calls are an easy way to stay informed.
When the call goes out to testify before a committee, polished speakers is not what is needed.
We just need folks who can share how a particular bill will affect them, good or bad. Roger
Beyer is great on keeping us informed, but we are the ones that have the creditability with
legislators on how a bill affects landowners. It is also great when we have a large presence in a
hearing room, even though there is only time for a few of us to verbally testify.
I’m more confident than hopeful that when this legislative session is over, we will again have
a great story to tell of our success in keeping harmful legislation from becoming law, and on
how we played a role in passing legislation into law that improves our abilities to manage our
forests.
And then we can return our collective focus on the other great reasons to be an OSWA member.
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Tree Farm Chair’s Message

Rex Storm

Oregon leaders participate in national conference. This winter,
the American Tree Farm System (ATFS) welcomed over 250 tree
farmers, inspectors, state committee leaders, policy supporters and
partners from across the nation to its 2019 National Leadership
Conference (NLC), held Feb. 26-28 in Louisville, KY. I was proud to
attend with an Oregon delegation of 11 tree farmers, women and
men who embraced this energetic event filled with seminars and
conversations about working to serve greater numbers of family
forest owners.

Our Tree Farm
Vision

Welcoming the conference theme, “Growing forest conservation,
together”, Oregon attendees took advantage of learning
opportunities to strengthen, grow, and increase the impact of
the Tree Farm program, as well as developing long-term strategies to remove barriers that
prevent landowners from becoming active stewards of their land.
ATFS headquarters staff works with state Tree Farm leaders and volunteer inspectors to engage
more family forest owners actively caring for their woodlands to ensure clean water, wildlife
habitat, and sustainable wood supplies. To stay up to date on nationwide Tree Farm projects
and events, sign up for national Tree Farm newsletters at: https://www.forestfoundation.org/
sign-up-emails/
New Tree Farm Western Manager. Angela Wells joined the American Tree Farm System
team in April as the ATFS Western Regional Manager. In her new role, she joins a team of four
newly-created regional Tree Farm manager positions created in 2019. Angela attended the
April 5th meeting of the Oregon Tree Farm Board held in Salem, where she introduced herself
to our directors and learned about operations of Oregon’s program. We heard how she will
help Oregon’s program succeed in its mission to serve certified family forests.
An ATFS 2018 survey of state leaders – verified that although certification remains an
important family forest program, administering the certified standard consumes much time
and effort – detracting from state program work directly with landowners. The national ATFS
organization is now performing to reduce this barrier by hiring regional ATFS staff that works
directly with states to help the state programs streamline certification and identify ways to
grow, strengthen and increase the impact of ATFS based on the conditions and capabilities
in each state.
Angela will work closely with both state Tree Farm programs and ATFS staff in the national
office to assess and help implement each state’s path toward strengthening the Tree farm
program locally. This work is vital to our overall efforts to reach and engage more landowners,
and to help them accomplish priority activities in their forests. Angela will be based in
Missoula, MT and can be reached at: awells@forestfoundation.org/

To promote the growing
of renewable forest
resources on private
lands while protecting
environmental benefits
and increasing public
understanding of all
benefits of productive
forestry

Our Mission
Statement
Help Oregon family forest
owners sustainably care
for their woodlands by:
• Raising the Tree Farm
brand profile with key
audiences.
• Increase Tree Farm
membership.
•Promote multigenerational ownership
of family forests.
• Develop stronger
partnerships to leverage
accomplishment of
mutual goals.

Nominations for Tree Farmer of the Year Due from Chapters by June 1. Oregon’s Tree Farm
(OTFS) has a recognition program to spotlight superb forest stewardship by certified Oregon
Tree Farm owners – called ‘Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year’ recognition. Each county
OTFS chapter may submit one Tree Farm nomination; and all nominees become eligible
for Oregon’s Tree Farmer of the Year consideration. Tree Farmer of the Year nominations are
due from chapters by June 1st; sent to the OTFS office, or recognition chair Dick Courter at:
genetechs@aaahawk.com
continued on page 6

Oregon Tree Farm System • www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208 • Salem, OR 97301 • 503-362-0242
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OSWA Executive Director’s Report
Challenging Legislative
Session and Looking Ahead
The 2019 Legislature has
been a challenge for OSWA
with many bills that would
be detrimental family forest
owners and a Carbon Cap
and Trade Bill that if not
done correctly could also be
detrimental to family forest
owners with little benefit
to reducing carbon emissions which is the goal of the
legislation. Our lobbyist Roger Beyer, the Governmental
Advisory Committee (GAC) and the many members who
have emailed their legislators and that have come to the
Capitol on several occasions have been very busy. So far,
most of the bad bills have been stopped, and OSWA’s
HB 2469, that would allow a second dwelling on forest
properties eligible to have a dwelling for a family member
to help facilitate succession planning, is still alive. See
articles on pages 8 and 9.
The Benton County Chapter is preparing a great program
and enjoyable events for OSWA’s Annual Meeting and
Awards Banquet June 20th – 22nd in Corvallis. Everyone
should have already received the Annual Meeting
Brochure. See the front page article for more details.
Remember to contact Ilene Waldorf at (503) 829-3181
or iwal@molalla.net with your donations for the Silent
Revenue
Dues

2017/2018
Approved
Budget

2017/2018
Actual
Final Budget

Jim James

Auction. The conclusion of the meeting will be the
Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour visiting
the Oakes Investment, LLC properties near Monroe. It will
be an Annual Meeting you will not want to miss. Please
participate if you can to learn about issues and concerns
important to family forest owners and to enjoy the
company of neighbors and friends.
OSWA’s Membership renewal rate was 92% for 2019,
below the 95% rate we saw in 2018, but in the same
range of renewals in 2015, 2016, and 2017. So far in OSWA’s
calendar year beginning November 1, 2018, OSWA has 127
new members. In our 2017/2018 calendar year we added
145 new members and our membership growth for last
year was 6%. We are on a good pace for 2019 to increase
our membership again in 2019. Reach out to neighbors
and friends who are not members and ask them to join
our great organization.
The Board of Forestry will be evaluating the effectiveness
of riparian rules in the Siskiyou Region and possible Forest
Practices Act rules to protect the Marbled Murrelet. The
board just finalized new Smoke Management Rules that
should allow more prescribed burning opportunities
for forest owners who use fire as a management tool to
remove debris following a harvest.

Currently OSWA has several Neighbor to Neighbor
Woods tours planned. Four have locations and dates
selected. They are: Douglas County, May 18th; Benton
County, June 22nd in conjunction
with OSWA’s Annual Meeting;
2018/2019
2018/2019
Approved
Actual
Clackamas County, June 29th; and
Budget
5/15/2019
Washington County, July 20th. One
173,000
173,311
is scheduled in Columbia County
30,000
8,500
and one Umatilla/Morrow County
sometime in August or early fall.
12,500
12,498

167,000

172,973

28,000

30,000

8,500

12,873

Grants

25,000

20,000

15,000

0

Other

56,000

69,492

56,000

14,372

284,500

305,338

287,000

208,681

Chapter Dues Rebate

17,000

16,580

17,000

640

Wages & Prof. Services

110,000

116,775

112,000

62,430

Legislative Expense

36,000

36,000

36,000

15,000

Publications

23,000

20,797

23,000

17,816

Office & Op. Expenses

91,200

108,896

90,200

46,731

Totals

277,200

299,048

278,200

142,614

Profit

7,300

6,290

8,800

66,067

Parton Program
OSWA Fund Drive

Totals

Expenses
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There are many chapter activities
planned for 2019. Check with
your local chapter and the OSWA
website for details. OSWA’s strength
lies in the chapter activities and the
overwhelming volunteer spirit in
the organization

OSWA’s 2018/2019 Budget

Fire Lines

National Fire Protection Association
By Jim James

As fire season approaches it is not to early to get prepared, should one need to address a
wildfire situation. Family forest owners are encouraged to make their homes and forestland
as fire safe as possible. There is a lot of useful information about preparing for fires on the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) website www.nfpa.org. The NFPA is a global selffunded nonprofit organization, established in 1896, devoted to eliminating death, injury,
property and economic loss due to fire, electrical and related hazards.
NFPA delivers information and knowledge through more than 300 consensus codes and
standards, research, training, education, outreach and advocacy; and by partnering with
others who share an interest in furthering their mission. The NFPA mission is to help save lives
and reduce loss with information, knowledge and passion. It partners with fire prevention
programs in Oregon such as Keep Oregon Green.
With the weather forecasts for the summer of 2019, it now appears Oregon could have another wildfire challenging year
again. So far in 2019, Oregon Department of Forestry has experienced 132 man caused fires and 1 lightning fire, totaling
1004 acres of ODF protected forestland. Fire season has not yet been declared, but be sure to be fire safe at all times.

2019 GOLD PATRON
Thank you OSWA:
Rosboro Company, LLC would like to
thank the members of the Oregon
Small Woodland Association for helping
provide the valuable timber resources
needed to operate our manufacturing
facilities. We appreciate the dedication
and commitment it takes to operate
a successful tree farm and recognize
the educational contribution OSWA
members make by demonstrating
excellence in tree farm management.

MAIN OFFICE: (541) 746-8411 • ROSBORO.COM

Rosboro has been in business in Springﬁeld, Oregon
since 1939. We specialize in the production of glulam
beams, studs, and dimension lumber.
Our manufacturing facilities utilize primarily Douglas-ﬁr
logs 5” to 20” scaling diameter along with some white
woods 5” to 11” in scaling diameter.
Our Log Yard is conveniently located at the corner of
28th and Main in Springﬁeld, OR. We have easy access
onto 28th street and take great pride in oﬀering an
eﬃcient log yard with minimum turn-around times.
We thank you for your business and hope to be
your preferred destination when you have logs,
standing timber, or land and timber to sell!

For Information and Prices Call: Brian Tenbusch @ (503) 569-8740
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2019 OSWA Patrons
Thank You

Gold

Hancock Timber Resource Group
Oregon Forest Resource Institute
Port Blakely Tree Farm
Rosboro
Starker Forests

Silver

Barnes & Associates
Boise Cascade
Alice and Peter Bregman
C&D Lumber
Cascade Timber Consultants
Coast Range Conifers, LLC
Dale Cyler and Brenda Woodard
Freres Lumber Company
Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Resources
Hampton Affiliates
Anne & Richard Hanschu
JD Fulwiler Insurance
Olympic Resource Management
Roseburg Forest Products
RSG Forest Products
Schmidt Family Forest, LLC
Seneca Sawmill
Stimson Lumber Company
Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser
Zip-O-Log Mills, Inc.

Bronze

Campbell Global
Dave & Sarah Ehlers
Frank Lumber Company
Alan Guttridge
International Paper
Andy Kittel
Lone Rock
Miami Corporation
Northwest Forest Properties
Northwest Hardwoods
Bill Ocumpaugh
Jud Parsons
Van Natta Family
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Tree Farm Chair Message

Tree Farm Chair's Message
Continued

Oregon Tree Farm 2019 Calendar
June 20
OTFS Board meeting – Corvallis
June 20-22 OR Small Woodlands Association Annual
Meeting and OTFS 2018 Tree Farmer of the
Year Tour
Benton Fairgrounds and Oakes-Carr Tree
Farm, Corvallis
October 26 OTFS Annual Meeting and Recognition
luncheon
Oregon Garden and Resort, Silverton, OR
For more information about current Tree Farm activities,
visit the OTFS online at: www.otfs.org/
Thanks for your investment in certified family forests and
management plans!

Need a Contract Logger?
Contact Kuenzi Timber, LLC
"Cut to length" thinning with harvester and forwarder
tree length thinning and clear cut harvesting with skidder or cat
Member of Associated Oregon Loggers (AOL)
Professional Trained Logger Program
Experienced with local mills
to get the highest value for your logs

Call or text Ben Kuenzi
(503) 881- 8821

Heron Timber
“one-stop
shop”
Including but not limited to;
Forest management planning

Road building
Visit our website at
contact us today to schedule

a site visit
503-317-9449

Based out of Sheridan Oregon
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OSWA News

2019 Legislative Update
By Jim James

The 2019 legislature has been an interesting time for OSWA.
A host of bills that would have economically harmed family
forest owners were introduced and required a huge effort
by OSWA’s Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) and
member volunteers to email legislators, testify at hearings,
and show up in Salem to oppose some really bad bills.
April 9th was the deadline for all bills, except those in
revenue committees, to have a hearing and a work session
scheduled to be able to continue in the session. Those not
scheduled would die in committee.
OSWA introduced two bills. One HB 2469 would allow
counties to permit a second dwelling on forestland for a
family member to assist the landowner and help facilitate
succession planning. Another HB 2468 would correct a
judge’s decision that Oregon’s law, that provides liability
protections when a forest landowner allows public use of
their property, does not apply when the visitor is invited
to use the property. HB 2468 did not have a hearing by
April 9th and died in committee. So far, except for HB 2468,
OSWA has held its own, but the session is far from over.
HB 2469, would allow counties to approve second
dwelling on forestlands within rural fire protection district
near existing dwelling of owner for a relative who supports
owner's forestry practices. This bill was brought forward by
OSWA for members who are concerned about managing
their forest as they get older. These forestland owners are
also working to teach family members, who are likely to
own the property someday, about forest management.
The bill is patterned after ORS 215.213 (d) which allows for
dwellings on lands zoned for farm use if the dwelling is
occupied by relative of the farm operator and the relative
will assist in the management of the farm. The list of
relatives for this bill is the same as in ORS 215.213 (d).
Following a House Agriculture and Land Use Committee
hearing, amendments were added with additional
requirements not found in ORS 215.213 (d) that will need
to be met by the landowner in order to qualify for the
dwelling. These additional requirements are to ensure the
property will be in a fire district, will be built as fire resistant
as practicable, will continue to be used as productive forest
land, not be divided into separate parcels and neither
house be used as a vacation rental. The bill was numbered
HB 2469A with amendments. It was passed unanimously
by the committee with amendments with a do pass
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recommendation to the full House. The bill passed the
House 56-2 as amended and had no known opposition.
The Senate Environment and Natural Resource Committee
had a hearing on May 16th. Evan Barnes, Bonnie Shumaker,
and Barratt Brown testified in favor of the bill, but there was
one person from Central Oregon Land Watch who spoke
against it. OSWA is reaching out to the committee members
encouraging a work session and passing the bill to the full
Senate. It is still alive as this newsletter goes to the printer.
HB 2152, would sunset all Oregon personal and real
property tax exemptions in 2026, of which, there are
eight that impact forest land owners. Those that are most
important to family forest owners are Special Assessment
of Western Oregon Forestland, Small Tract Forestland
Program, Special Assessment of Eastern Oregon Forestland,
Western Private Standing Timber, and Eastern Private
Standing Timber. OSWA started early emailing legislators
about why these special tax assessments were needed and
how they benefited all Oregonians. Emails were copied to
the Chairman of the House Revenue Committee, Nancy
Nathanson. HB 2152 has not had a hearing, but since it is
in the Revenue Committee it is not dead until the session
is over. It does appear OSWA’s efforts to bring this to our
legislators’ attention has had some success. It is likely, if the
bill has a hearing and we show up in force, requesting the
forestland taxes be amended out of the bill, we could be
successful. The GAC will stay on top of this, if and when a
hearing is scheduled.
continued on page 9

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
Connecting Forest Landowners with
Services and Contractors

www.forestseedlingnetwork.com
Valuable
Resources

Buy/Sell
Seedlings

News, Updates & Events
Tips, Notes, Links & Advice
Seed Zone Maps

Use Our
Map Search

Find Vendor
Services &
Contractors

Product Groups:
Forest Seedlings • Christmas Tree Seedlings
Conifer Liner Stock Seedlings • Forest Tree Seed
Native Woody Plant Seedlings

O R E G O N • WA S H I N G TO N • I D A H O • M O N TA N A • C A L I F O R N I A

bob@forestseedlingnetwork.com
503-769-9806

Forest Seedling Network
1740 Shaff Rd. #306
Stayton, OR 97383

OSWA News

2019 Legislative Update Continued
By Jim James

HB 2656, would stop all clearcutting, road
building, or the use of herbicides in all forest
watersheds that supply any public water. It
would impact most of Oregon’s Westside
private forests and some Eastside private
forests. Over 50 OSWA members, 50+ industrial
forest owner employees, and natural resource
allies filled the hearing rooms on March 12th in
opposition of the bill. A work session was not
scheduled and the bill died in committee on
April 9th.
Hampton Lumber’s Doug Cooper, OSWA President Mike Barsotti, and others
testified against HB 2656

OSWA’s Day at the Capitol - On March 26th,
OSWA participated with our forestry allies,
Oregon Forest & Industries Council, Associated
Oregon Loggers, Society of American Foresters,
Oregon Woman in Timber, American Forest &
Paper Association, and Northwest Pulp & Paper
Association in our Day at the Capitol, we titled
Forest Sector Day. Over 40 OSWA members
joined with the other 100 plus participants for
a day of meetings with legislators, testifying at
hearings, and making our presence known at
the Capitol.
50+ OSWA members and another 50+ industrial forest employees in collaboration
against HB 2656

On March 26th, the House Natural Resource
Committee held hearing on two bills opposed
by OSWA at 8:00 am. HB 2659, would illuminate
all special forest tax assessments for any forest
property in plantations, defined in the bill as
any forest planted following a clearcut harvest
and HB 3044 would put the Department of
Environmental Quality in charge of regulating
the use of all pesticides instead of the
Department of Agriculture who has always
effectively had that responsibility. OSWA and
others testified in opposition of both bills. No
work sessions were scheduled and both bills
died in committee on August 9th.

150+ paticipants at Forest Sector Day March 26th

continued on the next page
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OSWA News

House Natural Resource Committee
Chairman Rep. Brad Will reported to the
group HB 2659 and HB 3044 would not
be passed out of his committee

Forest Sector Day lunch break at organization tent across the street from the front entrance
of the Capitol

Ron Larson, Neil Schroeder, and KC & Marilyn Van Natta enjoying
their lunch break

Making presence known while observing the Senate in action in
the Senate Gallery

HB 2020, is the Carbon Cap and Trade bill that will likely
pass in some form in 2019. OSWA has not taken a position
on HB 2020 or the concepts for the need for such a bill.
OSWA has many members who feel strongly on all sides
of this issue. OSWA encourages it members to testify as
they feel appropriate, but not as an OSWA member, but as
a concerned citizen.

deleted if the bill is to become law. OSWA has submitted
testimony several times to express our opinion. Professional
Engineer member Greg Peterson, has done a very inclusive
review of the carbon reduction targets in the bill, and the
technology and availability of electricity needed to meet
those targets and has easily concluded rural Oregon will
have disproportional economic harm, if the bill passes
as proposed. OSWA and Greg have both testified on this
concern. OSWA’s and Greg’s testimony and evaluation can
be found in the Legislative Section of the OSWA website
www.oswa.org.
continued on the next page

However, OSWA and the Governmental Advisory
Committee (GAC) has developed positions for OSWA
to take on HB 2020 on things that must be included or
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OSWA News

2019 Legislative Update Continued
By Jim James

sequester carbon such as afforestation, avoiding forest
conversion to other uses, emphasize urban forestry, and
carbon focused forest management. These programs
must be designed to allow forest owners of any size to
voluntarily participate.

Provisions OSWA feels need to be included in HB 2020 are:

•

All Oregon forestry and wood product operations must
be recognized in HB 2020 as being carbon neutral and
must be safeguarded against any actions that would
disrupt their already positive carbon sequestration story.

•

Any facility using wood fiber to make a product that
stores carbon should be added to the list of EITE
industries as defined in Section 18 of HB 2020. The bill
should reward industries who find more and better
ways to sequester carbon in their products and adopt
measures to alleviate natural gas price increases for
businesses that sequester carbon in their products.

•

HB 2020 should include a fuel tax credit for all forestry
related activities including transporting wood fiber to
be used to make wood products.

•

HB 2020 should develop voluntary Incentive and offset
programs that encourage forest owners to do things that

•

All forestry related elements of HB 2020 must be
coordinated by the Oregon Department of Forestry.

•

Transparency of who administers HB 2020 must be
credible. Decision makers should have oversight by
parties who answer to the public either as an elected
official or authorized through an elected official process.
The authority given to the Environmental Justice Task
Force in HB 2020 lacks transparency.

OSWA will continue to be engaged in all relevant issues
during the 2019 Legislative Session. All members are
invited to join the GAC calls every Thursday at 7:00 am. If
you are not receiving Legislative Updates please let Jim
James know jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com
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OSWA News

OSWA Website Upgrades
By Jim James and Liz Gale

During the membership renewal process, many members
trying to renew online found the system difficult to
operate. In February, OSWA shut the website down to
upgrade the systems to make it more user friendly. That
upgrade mandated we eliminate the old access procedures
to accessing the Members Only section. As you recall
everyone used ‘member’ as the user name and OSWA with
the year (example OSWA2019) as the password. This will no
longer work.
Many have already figured out how to access the Members
Only session, but for those who have not, here is the process
one will need to use to be able to access the Members Only
section:
1) Go to OSWA.org
2) In the top right corner, you will see the words “Are
you an existing OWSA Member? Do you need help
logging in?” in red. Click this.

From any page, use the drop down menu link titled “Join/
Renew” and select “Renew Membership”
Choose your type of membership here and follow
directions.
If you have an existing username and password, be sure
to enter it. If you do not, you will be prompted to create a
username and password during checkout.
Follow checkout instructions to completion.
**Please note, your membership date listed online will
reflect your payment date, it may not accurately reflect
your membership expiration date at this time.
This reminder will be added to the Annual Membership
Renewal Letter when the 2020 membership process begins
in late 2019.

3) Follow the instructions first by entering your email
address in the box.

• If your email is registered, you'll receive a notice and
an email with further instructions.

• If your email is not registered, scroll down.
4) User with this email doesn't exist? Please fill out the
online form, suggest a username for yourself, and
send.

• We will verify your OSWA membership and send you

an email with your username and password within
48 business hours. You will receive an email with
your username and a temporary password. You'll
need to copy and paste this temporary password
when you login.

You can log into the Member's Area at the bottom
of the website on every page, under the menu tab
“Members>Login” or at this address: https://www.oswa.
org/blog/member-login/
Contact jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com
if one has any problems.
How to Renew ones OSWA Membership Online Renewing your OSWA Membership online will be simpler
than in the past.
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Subscribe to

National Woodlands Magazine,

the forestry magazine with the largest
print circulation in the U.S.
Each 64-page, full color, quarterly issue features one of
the four forest eco-zones (North, East, West, South), plus
national news, special features and engaging articles.

35th Anniversary Subscription: $20/year

This is a special offer to members of the Oregon Small Woodlands Association.

Contact: info@nwoa.net or send address and check to
National Woodlands
374 Maple Ave. E.
Suite # 310
Vienna VA 22180
(703) 255-2700 | www.nwoa.net

OSWA News

OSWA Tour of Ireland – April 22nd – May 4th
by Mike Barsotti

A group of OSWA members and family members spent two
weeks touring Ireland in late April through early May. They
visited forests, historical sites, and cities and towns. The
tour started in Dublin, the capitol, on the east coast and
returned to Oregon from Shannon on its west coast.
The tour was very well organized by Mike Barnes, Yamhill
County and OSWA Executive Committee member with
help from a number of Irish foresters. A bonus on the trip
was the coach driver, John Bohannon, a knowledgeable
and charming Irishman who was a great ambassador for
his country. Barnes arranged it so that an Irish forester
accompanied the group each day. These senior foresters
provided a plethora of information on tour stops, on what
the group was viewing from the bus, and on most any
other topic of interest.
Night lodging was in Laragh, County Wicklow; Abbeyleix,
County Laois; Westport, County Mayo; Galway, County
Galway; Limerick, County Limerick; and Killarney, County
Kerry. Much of what the group learned can be organized
into three general categories: landscape, forestry and
cultural history.
Landscape: Ireland has been largely formed by glaciers.
During the last glacial period, up until about 11,000 BC,
most of Ireland was periodically covered in ice. The island
is comprised of a ring of coastal mountains surrounding
low plains at the center. Its lush vegetation is a product of a
climate similar to that of Western Oregon.

Cindy & Gary Jenson, and Gordon & Gail Culbertson on a hike
along the Cliff of Moher on Irish coast south of Galway

Over the eons heavy rainfall caused minerals, such as iron,
to be leached from the surface layers of the soil, forming an
impermeable layer known as an iron pan. With the heavy
rainfall, soils become waterlogged, which led to dead

vegetation only partially decomposed, thus creating blanket
bogs, primarily in western Ireland. A Ballycroy National Park
ecologist told the group that these bogs formed about
a meter (39.3 inches) of peat every 1,000 years. The peat
bogs have been a source of fuel in Ireland throughout its
history, but this use is being reduced with climate change
concerns from the release of CO2 when burned, and with
the recognition of the
ecological value of fauna
and flora found on
blanket bogs.
Sheep grazing appeared
to be the major activity
on the green, rolling hills
of western Ireland with
dairies, horse breeding,
and beef cattle also seen
on rural pasture lands.
Seward family at Aasheaght Falls,
Forestry: Much of Ire- northwest of Galway
land was woodland until
the end of the Middle Ages. English invasions, rebellions,
and industrial demands nearly deforested the country.
It was only about one percent forested at the turn of the
Twentieth Century. There was a reforestation effort which
started in 1741 but it was derailed by the Great Famine of
1847. The government began its current tree planting effort
in 1925 after its war of independence from England. Woodlands currently make up about 11 percent of the island with
a national goal of around 17 percent by 2050. Today, Europe
is over 33 percent forested.
Most of the new forests are non-native conifer plantations
with Sitka Spruce from the Pacific Northwest as the
predominate species. These spruce plantations are mostly
established on the blanket bogs. Drainage ditches are dug
and mounds are made to reduce the water table. The trees
are planted at two meter spacing (1,000 trees per acres).
Wind throw is a major issue on these peat soils so there
is little to no thinning and the trees are “clear fell” (clearcut) around age 30 to 35. Held longer has led to significant
wind-throw. These plantations produced a tree about
12 inch diameter at breast height (DBH) with little sign
of suppressed radial growth from the tight spacings. The
group did visit an 80 plus year-old Sitka Spruce stand in the
central part of the country that was in an area sheltered
from the wind and on a better soil type.
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the group was exposed to on the tour. The first full day
included a trip to Dublin with its National Museum; the
National Gallery of Ireland; Trinity College with its collection
of ancient manuscripts which included the Book of Kells,
an illuminated manuscript of the four Gospels of the New
Testament created around 800 AD; and of course, shops.

Learning history of 80+ year-old Sitka Spruce in County Laois, SE of
Dublin on a typical Oregon style rainy day

It is interesting that while Oregon’s forests are thousands
of years old and its history of European immigration is
only several hundred years old, Ireland has the opposite
situation. The majority of their forests are less than 100 years
old while their history of immigration covers thousands of
years. Even with this striking contrast, many of the issues
the Irish foresters and landowners face today are very
similar to issues in the United States. Ecological and social
issues are commanding a voice with the economic concerns
that were the genesis of the past reforestation efforts. It
sounded very similar to what foresters and landowners are
facing in the United States.
One site visited involved the breaking up of a large Sitka
Spruce plantation by doing patch cuts and reforesting
them with native hardwoods. Also visited was a spruce
plantation with management objectives that shifted from
timber production to water quality for an endangered fresh
water mussel.
The tour also included a visit to a sawmill that cut primarily
Sitka Spruce for pallet material, and a Masonite plant that
makes door skins for interior doors.
Two additional tour informative stops were to a family forest
landowner’s tree farm and a large Christmas tree farm. The
forest landowner has been planting Sitka Spruce since
1988, and had recently “clear fell” and replanted an area. He
was very pleased with the income his forest management
provided. The Christmas tree farmer not only grew and
marketed his trees, but also had his own forest nursery that
supplied his needs and those of other growers. There was
an interesting sharing of ideas between the Irish Christmas
tree grower and members of the OSWA group that grow
Christmas trees.
Cultural history: It is difficult to recount all what was
learned about the 7,000 plus years of civilization that
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Stone castles, monasteries, very large manor houses, all
built hundreds of years ago, and stone fences were seen
daily. The stone fences, constructed without the use of
mortar, crisscross the countryside. A guide stated that
there is a total of 600,000 kilometers (372,800 miles) of
stone fencing throughout Ireland. The craftsmanship and
the durability of these ancient structures is amazing. The
group also saw many stone buildings that have fallen into
disrepair.

Kylemore Abbey, NW of Galway, built in 1868. Now the home of
Benedictine nuns

There was a Middle Ages style banquet in Bunratty Castle
on the banks of the Shannon River with Richard and Anne
Hanschu of Washington County selected Lord and Lady for
the medieval event. Another stop the group enjoyed was
an afternoon hike on the Cliffs of Moher, an iconic site on
Ireland’s central western coast.

Lord Richard
and Lady Anne Hanschu

Like all OSWA tours to other lands, members got to know
each other better, make friends and bring back great
memories. This trip was very informative and enjoyable
- thanks to Mike Barnes, a group of Irish foresters, and a
charming coach driver.

OSWA News

Chapter Working to Develop an OSWA Sub-fun for ONREF
By Wylda Cafferata

We all know what the letters in OSWA stand for, but some
of us may not be as familiar with ONREF: Oregon Natural
Resource Education Fund. ONREF has been in existence
for eighteen years, since 2001. It is an organization that
helps fund high school natural resource programs all over
Oregon through a process of evaluating and awarding
grants submitted by natural resource teachers.
Lane County Small Woodlands Association has members
actively engaged on the ONREF board and the Lane County
chapter is promoting OSWA chapters collectively donate to
a sub-fund specifically for OSWA for grant distributions to
qualifying high school forestry programs. There are 27 high
schools in Oregon with certified Natural Resources/Forestry
programs, and eleven more that are developing programs.
To quality for grants, schools must meet ONREF’s specific
criteria, including establishing an advisory committee
composed of community members from Natural Resource
management professions. ONREF is a qualified 503 (3)(c)
within the Oregon Community Foundation and consists
of several sub-funds created by Oregon’s private forest
sector, Oregon Society of American Foresters, and other
donors. The minimum amount required to establish a subfund is $25,000. The money is managed by the Oregon
Community Foundation and 4% is released each year for
use to fulfill the mission of enhancing natural resource
education programs in Oregon’s high schools.

Examples of grant requests include tools, equipment,
field trips, drone start-ups and more. Lane County Small
Woodland Association cannot afford the $25,000, but has
voted to contribute $5000 toward an OSWA sub-fund
establishment. We urge other chapters to join us. When
we have a sub-fund, we are entitled to have two sub-fund
advisors to the ONREF Board to ensure that our money goes
to fund grant requests we wish to support. Additionally,
Jim James, OSWA’s Executive Director, is an ONREF Board
member who will guide the process. OSWA member Steve
Cafferata is a sub-fund advisor to the Pleasant Hill sub-fund.
ONREF grants are typically presented at school board
meetings across the state. When we have our OSWA subfund, OSWA members can make those presentations, so
that not only are we supporting forestry education, we
are earning positive publicity for our organization and for
active forest management.
For more information, contact Jim James or Lane County
Small Woodlands Association members Steve and Wylda
Cafferata. Partnering with ONREF will be a win-win
situation: good for us and good for forestry education.
Lane County Small Woodlands Association encourages
other county chapters to join us in this positive endeavor.

www.onref.org
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Take Good Care

By Cate O’Hagan, Sisters, OR, CateMarieOhagan@gmail.com
It has been deeply gratifying to have had the privilege of
serving as steward of 60 acres of Ponderosa timber over
the last 20 plus years. The decision to release the land to
the care of others was a decision long in the making. On a
cold January day, I took a very deep breath as I signed the
documents placing the land on the real estate market.
The property is situated at the foot of the Three Sisters
mountains, borders Deschutes National Forest and is
mere minutes from downtown Sisters, a vibrant village if
there ever was one. With a bit of fence repair the old pole
barn is ready for horses. The house, while small, is highly
functional and a charming gathering spot for impromptu
barbecues. The property is zoned F2 exclusive forest use
with 55 acres tax deferred and 5.6 acres of water rights.
The property is equipped with a well, irrigation pond and
irrigation equipment and outbuildings. Because of these
attributes and others, the property has received a lot of
attention and some modest offers. However….
Missing
from
the
inquiries,
discussions
and
negotiations over the last few months has been the
consideration, or even awareness, of the concept of
stewardship.
This concerns me.
Members of the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association are acutely
aware of the importance of responsible
land management.
The Central
Oregon area has, many would say,
been overrun by tourists and people
moving into the area. The pressure
on public lands is intense. The need
to protect and manage privately
held forest land in the rural/urban
interface bordering public lands is
critically important for environmental
protection and the creation and
maintenance of defensible space.
A little history about this place may
be of interest to some. I had the great
good fortune to know Jesse Edgington,
from whom I purchased this property
in August 1996. Jesse’s family settled
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in the Sisters area, acquiring a 1200 acre deeded cattle
ranch in 1920. My 60 acre parcel was the last Edgington
owned and occupied parcel of the original ranch. The
Edgington family contributed significantly to the civic well
being of this community.
I came to know this area because my father had purchased
a 90 acres parcel of Ponderosa from Jesse in 1969. As a
matter of fact, I believe my father received the Tree Farmer
of the year award some decades ago. My dad encouraged
me to take forestry classes, workshops and attend events.
It’s from him I caught the forest bug (the good kind).
And now it is time to usher this property into the hands of
others who are passionate about the importance of caring
for the land. There is no end to what can be learned, no
end to the satisfaction gained and no end to the care that
can be paid.
The property name is registered as the Southern Eagle
Ranch, but the house is nicknamed “Rancho Relaxo” for
the number of gatherings held here. The property is being
marketed by Cascade Southeby’s as Rancho Relaxo.

News for Family Forest

Update from Oregon Women in Timber
By Diann Washburn

OWIT has been busy working on building
statewide membership and getting our
message out to the public. We are a 501(c)3
non-profit organization dedicated, through
forestry education, to create an awareness,
understanding and excitement about the
importance of forests, trees and wood
products. Our motto is “Managed forests
last forever” and you may have met our
mascot recently, Coni Fir.
We have an award-winning forest
education program, Talk About Trees, (TAT)
that provides age appropriate programs
FREE to pre-school through eighth grade
classrooms throughout Oregon. The handsConi Fir, Jill Bell
on activities give an overview of forest
ecology, management practices and forest products
used in our daily lives. Trained facilitators present these
science-based programs and serve an average of 150,000
students, teachers and parents each year. Over 3.5 million
have experienced the program since 1991. To learn how to
bring Talk About Trees to your student’s classroom, visit our
website at http://talkabouttrees.us/
We are best known for our Talk About Trees programs
and our annual auction held each year during the Oregon
Logging Conference to support TAT. That has been all we
have really had time to focus on for the last many years.
In 2018 we had renewed interest in Lane county to form
a chapter which spilled over into a chapter in Douglas
county as well. (Union county has maintained their chapter
since 1989).
Membership has been instrumental in welcoming new
county chapters and engaging with students, community

members, and politicians. Over the
last year, they volunteered their time to
participate in events such as the Oregon
Small Woodlands Annual Meeting,
Pacific Logging Congress, SAFSquatch
Run and Associated Oregon Loggers
Training and Convention events. They
have made two visits to the Oregon
State Legislature, most recently on
March 26th with coalition forestry
groups at Forest Sector Day at the
Capitol.
Activities for this year include
participating in local opportunities to
engage new members, collaborate with
like-minded natural resource groups,
participate in legislative outreach and continue supporting
Talk About Trees. To keep up with our progress, subscribe
to our electronic newsletter for current OWIT events http://
orwit.org/about-us/
OWIT membership has grown and we are excited to
welcome OSWA members! Our membership is diverse
and includes anyone that believes in our mission. We were
founded by wives, administrative assistants, and women
who had a passion for the timber industry. They wanted
sound education for the public on forestry issues. Since
then, more women have chosen careers in the woods and
timber industry as foresters, equipment operators, biologist,
loggers, and many more. All are welcome! Visit our website
at http://orwit.org/join-us/ for more information on how
to join or stop by and visit with us at the OSWA annual
convention in June. We will also have some cool OWIT logo
merchandise for sale at our booth!
OWIT members
Heidi Christensen,
Whitney Schimke,
Ashley Jones,
Anna Yarbrough,
Sara Phipps,
Jill Bell and
Amanda Astor
at Forest Sector Day
at the Capitol,
March 26th
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Oregon Department of Forestry
Names Kyle Abraham as Chief of the Private Forests Division
By Jim Gersbach, Public Information Officer, Oregon Department of Forestry
The Oregon Department of Forestry has named Kyle
Abraham to head the agency’s Private Forests Division.
Abraham, who grew up in Salem and still lives there, has
been the Division’s deputy chief since 2017. He’ll assume his
new responsibilities officially when the current chief, Lena
Tucker, moves into her new role as Deputy State Forester
on July 1.
Abraham will be leading several programs within the
Private Forests Division to help protect and maintain
Oregon’s forests and the services they provide. The Division
is responsible for forest health, urban and community
assistance forestry and helping Oregonians follow the
Forest Practices Act governing timber harvesting and
replanting. “I’m very excited and humbled to have this
opportunity to serve as the Private Forests Division Chief,”
Abraham said.

After graduating from Oregon State University with a
Bachelor’s of Science degree in fisheries science, Abraham
in 1988 began working with ODF in the field in several
capacities. Those experiences included doing electrofishing
surveys, evaluating fish passage through culverts, and
collecting water samples after aerial herbicide applications.
He worked as a stewardship forester for several years in
ODF’s Santiam, Molalla and the Dallas offices. He also
worked in ODF’s Salem headquarters as a monitoring
specialist, developing and leading scientific monitoring
projects designed to test the effectiveness of Oregon’s
Forest Practices Act.
From 2010-2012, Abraham worked for the Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board as their effectiveness
monitoring coordinator. He returned to ODF in late 2012
and began serving as the water quality specialist for the
Private Forests Division, leading the agency’s discussions
on water quality and forestry interactions.

Fred Sperry, CF, ACF
Principal Broker-Forester
(541) 868-6567
Lauren Read, Broker
(541) 206-9248
Bill Marre, Broker-Forester
(503) 260-8509
Buy and Sell with confidence. Put our experience to work for you!

—with or without homes.
THE NATURAL CHOICE FOR FOREST LAND REAL ESTATE
Professional Foresters - Experienced Brokers
Licensed in Oregon
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Wildlife Food Plots:
A Forest Management Tool to Encourage Wildlife Use
By Oregon Department of Forestry

Oregon’s Legislative season is in full swing. Looking back a
couple of sessions we find House Bill 3013, a bill that made
wildlife food plots an accepted practice under Oregon’s
Forest Practices Act. So, what is a wildlife food plot and
what does it mean for Oregon’s small forestland owners?
Wildlife food plots are relatively small areas of a property
intended to provide food for wildlife. As such, they are
exempt from the reforestation requirement. Wildlife is
broadly defined in the law, so instead of focusing on specific
species, like deer or grouse, the rules currently being
drafted will identify guilds or types of wildlife, like hoofed
animals, upland birds, or pollinators. This lack of specificity
will give landowners and managers the ability to develop
a food-plot management strategy that best suits their
desires. An example would be a landowner who wants to
encourage deer to use his or her property. The landowner
would install a food plot by removing the allowed area from
the reforestation plan and instead planting an acceptable
forage crop for hoofed mammals. A landowner who wants
to encourage more native pollinators would leave some
bare soil and/or plant non-invasive flowering plants.
Small forest landowners may use wildlife plots as a voluntary
management approach on parts of their property. Eligible
property sizes range from 10 acres up to 5,000 acres, but
there is a sliding scale on how much of the ownership can
be placed into food plots. Owners with 10 to 500 acres are
allowed 2.5 percent of the total area in food plots. For those
in the 501 acres to 1,000 acre range, 2 percent is allowed,
and from 1,001 to 5,000 acres, one percent can be in food
plots. For instance, someone with 320 acres of forestland
would be allowed to have no more than eight acres of food
plots, either connected or in patches. The breakdown of
the acreage requirements is laid out in table 1.

A wildlife food plot does not remove lands from productive
forest management. Each food plot will be required to
be maintained and managed to meet the objectives laid
out in its initial notification (made though FERNS). If that
maintenance is found lacking by ODF, the reforestation
requirement kicks back in and trees will need to go into
the ground.
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife staff will consult
with landowners on which species to plant for the group
of animals a landowner wants to benefit. These cannot be
species identified as invasive. Preferably, they would be
native to the area of the food plot. However, alternative
species will be allowed if the landowner has a desired group
in mind. There is a requirement that the makeup of the
food plot (which plants are found in it) must be maintained
as an available food source for a substantial period of time.
As of May 2019, the implementation rules were still being
drafted. They will be vetted through the Committee for
Family Forestland, an advisory committee to the ODF Board
of Forestry in late spring. Public comment will take place in
the fall and final approval is expected in late 2019. Until that
time, if you are interested in starting a wildlife food plot,
ODF has interim guidelines allowing such plots to be put in
place until permanent rules are finalized.

Table 1: Breakdown of allowable food plot acreage
Oregon forestland
ownership acres
10 to 500
501 to 1,000
1,001 to 5,000

Percent of
ownership
2.5
2
1

Maximum combined
acres
.25 to 12.5
10 to 20
10 to 50

Varied Thrush, a bird species that could benefit from food plots

OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • MAY 2019 • PAGE 19

ODF News

Siskiyou Streamside Protections Review
By Terry Frueh, Oregon Department of Forestry, Monitoring Coordinator
Some of you may have heard about the Oregon
Department of Forestry’s (ODF) review of its streamside
rules in southern Oregon. You may be wondering “Why
are they doing this? How might this affect how I manage
my forest?”
Adaptive management: context for monitoring
To address these questions, remember that the Oregon
Forest Practices Act (FPA) sets standards for protection
of certain natural resources when harvesting timber.
Examples of protected resources include water quality, fish
and other wildlife. The Oregon Board of Forestry (Board)
sets rules to implement the FPA. ODF then works with
landowners harvesting timber to implement these rules.
The Board continually assesses the adequacy of the FPA
rules based on an adaptive approach to forest management,
as mandated in statute and policy. This approach is based
on monitoring that ODF conducts to test the effectiveness
of these rules. This is intended to lead to sound forest
management that considers the best available information
to guide decisions.
As an example, in March 2018 the Board directed ODF to
test the effectiveness of streamside rules in the Siskiyou
region in southern Oregon. The Board wanted to know if
the rules are effective at protecting both cold water (per
Clean Water Act standards) and healthy streamside forests
along small and medium fish-bearing streams in that area
(Figure 1). The Board directed ODF to start with a review
of existing science. ODF was then to work with partner
agencies to provide the Board with contextual information
on the status and trends of fish and water quality in
the region.
Figure 1. Map of the Siskiyou geographic region.

To implement the Board’s direction, ODF reached out
to both tribes and a wide variety of stakeholders. This
outreach was done via in-person meetings, webinars, field
trips, emails and phone calls.
Regarding the Board’s direction to review the scientific
literature, ODF is completing a particular type of literature
review called a systematic review. The advantages of this
review type are:

•

The development of a protocol for how to complete
the review that:
o Minimizes bias of authors doing the review
o Increases strength of the review by using
consistent, tested methods
o Documents the work for transparency

•

The structure and transparency allow for stakeholder
input at defined steps in the process

Finally, ODF worked with the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife to provide fish status and trend data, and the
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality to provide
water quality status and trend analyses.
What is Next?
On June 5th, ODF will present to the Board:
The findings of the literature review;
The contextual information from sister agencies;
Input from stakeholders and tribes; and,
Geographic data from the region (e.g., miles of
streams).

•
•
•
•

The Board will discuss all of this information, and hear
public comment about this work. Then, the Board
intends to decide if the rules meet objectives for stream
temperature and healthy streamside forests, selecting one
of four options:

•
•
•
•

The FPA or rules are working as designed
The FPA or rules may not be meeting stated objectives
Additional study is warranted
No action is needed

There will be opportunity for public comment at this
meeting – please share your opinion on this matter!
For more information about this work, please contact ODF
at: Ariel.D.Cowan@Oregon.gov Terry.Frueh@Oregon.gov
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Oregon Bee Atlas Project

By Christine Buhl, Oregon Department of Forestry Entomologist
Did you know Oregon is home to over 500 species of wild bees?
Many of which can be found feeding and nesting in our forests.
Although most tree species in Oregon are wind-pollinated
and do not rely on bees - bees rely on forests! Forests are
home to bees that feed on nectar and pollen from trees and
understory plants; bees also nest in soil, wood and plant stems.
Oregon Department of Forestry is a partner with Oregon
State University and Oregon Department of Agriculture in the
Oregon Bee Project, which trains citizen scientists to collect
bees in an effort to determine what bees live where.
This citizen science effort is called the Oregon Bee Atlas and we are looking for more volunteers to collect in woodlands.
If you have an interest in learning what bees are present in your (or other) woodlands let us know! The 1-day training will
teach you how to collect bees (advanced training to identify bees is also possible). This announcement is to gauge interest
and determine the best date(s) and location(s) and is not a commitment to sign up.
Please contact ODF entomologist Christine Buhl if you are interested or want to learn more. christine.j.buhl@oregon.gov

Oregon ATFS to Have PEFC Audit in 2020
By Jim James

The American Tree Farm System is part of the European
internationally accredited Programme for the Endorsement
of Forest Certification (PEFC). PEFC has accredited
sustainable forest certification programs all around the
globe. Other North American forest certification programs
endorsed by PEFC include the Sustainable Forestry Initiative
(SFI) Program in the US and Canada and the Canadian
Standards Association (CSA) in Canada. By conforming to
PEFC’s requirements, raw material certified to any of these
standards is considered equal as certified wood fiber in any
certified wood products.
Every five years, the ATFS certified forests in Oregon must
participate in a PEFC Audit conducted by a third party
accredited auditor. Oregon’s last audit was in 2015, so

Price Waterhouse Coopers will be auditing Oregon’s ATFS
properties in 2020. Parcels will be randomly selected for
audit for visits by the auditor to review management
plans and evaluate compliance with the ATFS standards.
Properties will be selected in advance of the audit so an
efficient auditing route will be developed and landowners
selected for audit will have plenty of advance notice. OTFS
will collaborate with members to prepare for the audit
which will probably be in early Spring 2020.
OTFS members will be updated on the audit planning as it
develops. In 2015, about 30 members had audit visits. Each
visit lasts about 2 to 3 hours. Four auditors took a week to
complete the audit including travel time.
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OREGON OUTSTANDING TREE FARMER OF THE YEAR
WOODS TOUR
Oakes Investments, LLC
Saturday, June 22nd – 8:00 am to 1:30 pm

Marsha Carr; Duane, Darwin, Donna & Donald Oakes; Christy Johnson; Darrell & Dennis Oakes

Registration Required - Admission and Lunch Are Free
To Register, return Registration Form with correct boxes checked

Walking Tour - Wear Appropriate Clothing and Footwear
Tour Focus:
1) Property and Family History
2) Current Forest Management Activities
3) Pond Development and Wildlife in a managed forest
4) Tree Planting Strategies to Involve the Next Generation

Ready for Precommercial Thinning?

Ready for Commercial Thinning?

Pond with fire & Wildlife Benefits

Directions:
Arrive at 7:30 am at the Benton County Fairgrounds, 110 53rd Street, Corvallis, to load buses and vans
that will depart at 7:45 am for woods tour. Transportation will return to fairgrounds following woods
tour. There will be a wheel chair accessible bus available.
Tour Sponsors:
Carr / Oakes / Johnson family, OSWA Benton County Chapter, Oregon Tree Farm System, Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, Oregon Forest Resources Institute, OSU Forestry Extension, Oregon Department of Forestry, and
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) Implementation Committee.
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FORESTS for ENGAGED LEARNING
A Project Learning Tree & Landowner Partnership
SATURDAY JUNE 1st, 8:30-4:00
Begin 8:30
Bauman Tree Farm
84289 TERRITORIAL HWY.
EUGENE
In this workshop participants will...

•

Learn how to actively engage students in learning about Oregon’s forests on
your property, or as a presenter to a classroom.

•

Receive the award-winning Project Learning Tree Guide (PLT), and additional
resources specific to Oregon’s forests (tips and strategies for working with
teachers and students); educational materials provided to assist learning.

•

Create an action plan for engaging students on your property or in a classroom, with a tool for planning grade-appropriate and information aligned to
state standards.
ENGAGED LEARNING AT
BAUMAN TREE FARM

What does it look like to host educational
events on your tree farm? The afternoon
will be spent exploring PLT activities and a
discussion with landowner Lindsay Reaves,
who, in collaboration with Forests Today &
Forever, has hosted over 10,000 students
over the past 9 years in educational forums.

No cost register at http://onrep.forestry.oregonstate.edu/.

ONREP

American Tree Farm System
We grow stewardship from the roots.

OREGON FAMILY FORESTS NEWS • MAY 2019 • PAGE 23

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

187 High St. NE, Suite 208
Salem, OR 97301

PAID

SALEM, OR
PERMIT NO. 737

Oregon Family Forests

NEWS
Upcoming Events

June 5, 2019

Board of Forestry Meeting

June 8, 2019

Marion / Polk County Annual Meeting

June 20 2019

OTFS Board Meeting and OSWA Board Meeting

June 20-21, 2019

OSWA Annual Meeting

June 22, 2019

Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour
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June 29, 2019

Clackamas County Neighbor to Neighbor Woods Tour

July 20, 2019

Washington County Neighbor to Neighbor Woods Tour

July 24, 2019

Board of Forestry Meeting

September 6, 2019

OTFS Board Meeting

September27, 2019

OSWA Board Meeting

